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Erbakun: Turkish-Jsrtieli 
Maneuvers Cancelled 


ANKARA — [Islamist Prime Minister Necmettin 
Erbskan announced Tuesday that controversial 
planned naval maneuvers by Turkey, Israel and 
the United States were “postponed to the upeom- 
ing years,” aecording to the Anatolia news agency. 

Erbakan made the announcement at a meeting 
with Iraq's visiting Justice Minister Shebeb Lazim 
al-Maliki, the agency said. 


LEADER: 


People’s Massive Turn Qut in Blection i0 
uarantee Seurity oi System 


Revolution said that he was confi- 
dent majority of people will go to 
the polls. 

Ayatollah Khamenei further 
thanked the IRIB personnel for 
their sipcere efforts in producing 
TV programs and said that their 
practices points up their commait- 
ment to the Islamic values. 

The quality and quantity of the 
programs produced by the IRIB 
are significant, he said. 

The Leader also underlined the 
need for further improvement of 
the entertaining programs and said 
that there is no satire in the IRIB’s 


programs. : 

Prior to the Leader’s speech, 
the IRIB’s head, Ali Larijani re- 
ported on the activities of the IRIB 
in spreading Islamic teachings and 
identity and disseminating the Is- 
lamic values. 


present candidates better than him 
and that be knew them either dur- 
ing the anti-Shah's struggles or 
after the culmination of the Islamic 
Revolution. However it is impor- 
tant to vote for the most qualified 
candidate, the Leader stressed. 


He further urged the IRIB offi- 
cials to encourage people to par- 
ticipate in the election. Although 
the number of votes for the next 
president is very important, I at- 
tach more importance to massive 
Participation of people in the poll- 
ing. He added that a clear-cut ma- 
jority öf the eligible voters should 
go to the polls because the number 
of voters will guarantee the secu- 
rity of the Islamic system against 
the ceaseless hostility of the ene- 
mies. 

The Leader of the Islamic 


Assessing People’s Political Participation 
in the Coming Presidential Election 


: ECS heated as the election date gets 


nearer, indicative of the sensitiv- 
ity of the event and the issues, on 
the one hand, and public aware- 
ness foward the grave responsi 
bilities of the post of president in 
the country on the other. 


As pointed out by the Leader of 
the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah 
Seyed Ali Khamenei, in remarks 
touching on the event, not all peo- 
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Telinamn Terie Serrice 
TEHRAN — The Islamic Repub- 
tic of Iran is approaching its sev- 
enth presidential election. The 
formal campaign period has 
started and there are four presi- 
dential hopefuls to run. Argu- 
ments and exchanges of Views arê 
gradually being beard from peo- 
ple as to who they consider fit to 
occupy the post of president. The 
debates are likely to bêtome more 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — Supreme Leader of 
the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah 
Seyed Ali Khamenei here Tuesday 
said that massive turn out of the 
nation in the upcoming election 
will guarantee the security of the 
Islamic system. 

Addressirg the officials in 
charge of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran Broadcasting (IRIB), the 
Leader underscored the IRIB’s re- 
sponsibility for enhancing peo- 
ple's awareness. 

The Leader thanking the IRIB's 
policy regarding the presidential 
election and lauded tbe IRIBs pro- 
grams for encouraging people to 
participate in the election either 
during the Fifth Majlis election or 
the seventh presidential elections 
to be held on May 23. 

He also lauded the IRIB for its 
programs on the 22nd Bahman ral- 
lies, marking the 18th anniversary 
of the culmination of the Islamic 
Revolution as well as the Interna- 
tional Qods day rallies. 


The Leader underlined the need 
for making people familiar with 
the characteristics of the most 
qualified candidate for the crucial 
post of president. He added that 
the IRIB should provide people 
with the criteria for electing the 
best candidate without referring to 
a specific candidate. 

Alluding to the characteristics 
of the present candidates, the 
Leader said that ao one knew the 


not immediately clear if they 
would serve personally in those 
posts. 

The sources did not have a full 
list of posts in the new govern- 
ment, but said the three ethnic 
groups opposed to the Taleban — 
Uzbeks, Tajiks and Hazaras — 
were all represented. 

Taleban forces are locked ‘in 
combat with opposition forces led 
by Masood, Dostam and Khalili on 
frontlines north of Kabul and in the 
northwestern Province of 
Badghis. 

The three opposition leaders 
formed a loose military pact after 
the fall of Kabul, but diplomats say 
tensions between them continue to 
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` Anti-Taleban Forces 
Form New Governmenî 


. hamper their battle against the 


frlis Net Horizons 3] 


: Eo Summit Opens in 
TT ا‎ 


communications infrastructure 
and a network of oil and gs pipe- 
lines in tbe ECO region,” accord- 
ing to a document issued by the 
Turkmen government. 

“Economics and commerce 
will dominate the meetings at the 
summit but Afghanistan will oc- 
cupy the hearts,’’ one European 
diplomat bere said. 

The ECO, which was created in 
1985, is the successor body to the 
Organization for Regional Coop- 
eration for Development, founded 
in 1977 by Iran, Pakistan and Tur- 
key. 


The heads of state or gover 
ment of ‘Iran, Turkey, Pakistan, 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikis- 


` .. tan, Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan, anû 


the host county Turkmenistan, 
and Burhanudin Rabbani took part 
io discussions in the Turkmen Par- 


The.nations are due to ته‎ the 
summit Wednesday with an 
“Aghkhabad 


declaration” agrees- 
ing on “the development of. re- 


gional transport and 


Mubarak Calls For Arab Unity 


will focus on improving political 
and economic ties between Arab 
states. 

Relations between Arab coun- 
tries and Israel have been tense 
since the government of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamir’ Netac: 
yahıı in March began building new 
housing for Jews in predominantly 

` Arab East Bait-u-Moqaddas. 

Arab League Secretary-Gen- 
eral Esmat Abdel Meguid accused 
Israel of destroying the peace 
process. 

The Israeli moves require ““us 
to enhance our solidarity and be 
determined to achieve our goals,” 
Abdel Meguid told the meeting. 

The union is not a policy-ımak- 
ing body but its decisions are in- 
fluential in Arab countries. 


Fj 


ISLAMABAD — Opponents of 
Afghanistan's Taleban militia 
bave formed a new government 
under President Burbanudin Rab- 
bani, opposition sources in Isla- 
mabad said on Tuesday. 

They said Rabbani had named 
a new government after meeting 
Uzbek leader General Abdul 
Rashid Dostam, a representative 
of the Hazara militia chief Karim 
Khalili, and other opposition fig- 
ures in the northern city of Mazar- 
i-Sbarif on Thursday. 

Rabbani’s former military 
commander, Ahmad Shah Ma- 
sood, an old rival of Dostam, did 
not attend the meeting. 

The Defense Ministry was allo- 
cated to Dostam and the Finance 
Ministry to Khalili, thought it was 


Firooz Kooh; Wi 


Behind, 


CAIRO, Egypt — President Hosni 


Mubarak on Tüesday urged Arab . 


legislators from 18 countries to 
closé ranks and oppose Israeli 
e o E hoceing 5? Jes oe 


. dispeted tecritopy. 


a statement sent Tuesday to the 
two-day conference of the Inter- 
Arab Parliamentary Union. Fathi 


Srour, the speaker of Egypt's Par- 


liament, read the staternent to the 


Mubarak urged deputies to 
united in opposition to the 
‘‘“wrongful policy of settlement 
building and land confiscation.’” 

Some. 100 Arab legislators are 
in Cairo for the ting, which 


‘By Our Cirresgondeni ` 
ASHKHABAD '— A two-day 


suramit of the Organization for ` 


Economic Cooperation opened 
here Tuesday under the shadow of 
conflict ii one member nation, Af- 


Iranian President Akbar 
Hashemî Rafsanjani here on Tues- 
day called on the member states of 
thè Economic Cooperation Or- 
ganization (ECO) utilize the enor- 


summit of the-ECO,.the president 
urged the member states to carry 
out the eight plans. of action and 
agreements akendy approved ص‎ 
Islamabad: 


Fe said ıe ECO ahêuld adopt 
a strategy ‘for economic coopera 
tion in accordance with the priori- 
ties already given in those plans of 


He said; taking into acount 
the special Jocation of the region, 
the priorities are focuséd on three 
sectors of tride, transport andl tele- 
comamunications, and energy for at 
least ‘the Bext tet “years so. tliat 
spécial attention should bé given to 


Frowote, the threo areas of coop”. 


eration. '” 


Oa promotion of trade, the 


president said the obstacles har 
pering boosting of trade should be 
lifted, tariff reforms should take 
effect, and an arbitration body 
should be formed to settle trade 
disputes. 


` Pukistani PM Leaves 
Afler Successîul Talks 


previous negotiations, they said. 

Gujral and Sharif in their 90- 
minute meeting agreed on the re- 
ciprocal release of some 500 
civilian prisoners arrested while 
trying to cross their mutual border 
‘illegally, Indian and Pakistani for- 
eign secretaries said. 

The two countries also agreed 
to set up Joint working groups to 
evolve a “comprehensive mecha 
nism” to address all outstanding 
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MALE — Pakistan Prime Minis- 


ter Nawaz Sharif Tuesday left for 
a Central Asian leaders summit 
after landmark talks bere with In- 
dian Premier oder Kumar Gujral, 
officials said. 

The first Indo-Pakistan summit 
in eight years, ‘held Monday on the 
fringes of the seven-nation: South 
Asian Assocation: for Regional 
Cooperation. (SAARC) forum, 
made some progrëess on Kashmir 


which has caused deadlock in all 


public af Azbthnijas Bani Hiei 
mov told Iran's RF 
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government of Azefbaljin woe Û 

send assistance to Heg i body Î, : 

cargo plane. "f 0 
Foreign beads of sintes ne Î 

cabled their condolnaces çe katy ل‎ 


ident Akbar Hashemi Ref 


Georgia issued a coxmuriiqie i. 
pressing sorrow over. the 
quake inı Îran. ا‎ 
The Spanish king on Moudiy 
sent a message of condolence kh 
President Rafsanjari, declaring 
also the readiness of bis gover | 
ment to offer any help tb Ira... 
The Foreign Minister of ihe 
Republic of Azerbaijai:. Haein 
Hassanov on Monday condoled 
with his Iranian coxmterpert Ali 
Akbar Velayatî for the patoral ce- 
tastrophe in Iran following x simi- 
lar message to Iran"s president 
from Azerbaijan's Presiden! Gai 
dar Aliyev Suaday. ر‎ 
Otber foreign digaitaries wlio 
sent their condolences fo Iranim 
officials Monday were Pakistan's 
President Farooq Legbari and 


Van Mierlo, ont bebalf of the Euro- 
pean Union, has sent a massage of 
corlolences to his Iranian cour 
terpart Ali Akbar Velayati on he 

This was announced in a press 
release issued by the Dutch Emr 
bassy in Tehran Tuesday. 

“On behalf of the Europezn 
Union, I would like to convey to 
you and the people of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran the heartfelt con- 


his message to Velayatî. 

Mierlo is currently the presi- 
dent of the Council of Ministers of 
the European Union. 

The President of Greece’"s Par- 
liament Apostolos Kaklamanis ou 
Tuesday sent a message to his Ira” 
Nouri expressing the Greek Par- 
Tiament’s “deep grief" over fhe 
loss of lives and injuries caused by 
the earthquake : 


SHOUSHTART 
other governments. 
Intéêrnationzl convent 
should always pay attention O Ji, 
religious beliefs of other nations ® 
their legal attitudés towards 0# 
countries, 


Condolence on Q ا‎ 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN —- Messages of condo- 
lence continne to pour in following 
the magnitude 7.1 sarthquake 
which hit eastern Iran on Sav” 


tan Nazarbayev, in a message tO 
President Akbar Hashemi Rafszn- 
janî on Monday expressed his deep 
sorrow over the massive loss of 
life and destruction caused by the 
powerful earthquake. 

` The disastrous quake has 
brought pain to the heart of 
Kazakh people, the message 
added. 


Nazarbayev aiso condoled the 
Iranian government and the nation 
particularly the bereaved families 
of those killed by the quake. 

A large number of foreign 
beads of states have condoled the 
government and the people of Iran 
on the occasion. Or Monday, 


Zargar Criticizes Contradictory 


Reports.on Quake Casualties 


past three days have given differ- 
ent figures onı the casualties caused 
by the quake. 

Zargar added that 10,500 tents, 
25,000 blankets and large amount 
of foodstuff and clothings bave 
been so far distributed among the 
survivors of the quake. 

The total amount of damage 


inflicted upon the region will be . 


released next week, be said. 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN —— Head of the Natural 
Disasters Headquarters of the İn” 
terior Ministry Rasoul Zargar in 
Qaen, Khorasan Province, Tues- 
day criticized the contradictory 
and unrealistic reports by certain 
media on number of casualties of 
the killer quake which hit eastern 
Iran on Saturday. 

Speaking to IRNA, he said that 
release of unofficial figures will 
entail unfavorable consequences. 

Zargar added that the head- 
quarters could not be held respon- 
sible for the figures printed in the 
newspapers or aired by the Central 
News Bureau. 

He said that figures on the death 
toll were released officially on 
three occasion and the latest figure 
puts the death toll at 1,560 and the 
injured at 2,810. 

In their interviews with report- 
ers, various local officials in the 


Inî’l Assistance to Quake-Hit Areas Unprecedented 


dure the. adğed hardship of freez- 
ing night-time temperatures.” 

According to another IRNA re- 
port, the UAE Vice President and 
Ruler of Dubai Sheikh Maktoum 
bin .Rashid al-Maktoum has or- 
dered immediate dispatch of a 
pPlaneload of relief aid for Iranian 
quake victims. 

The UAE President Sheikh 
Zayedl bin Sultan an-Nahyan had 
already ordered dispatch of food- 
stuff, medicine and tents for the 
survivors of the killer quake 
aboard an airplane on Monday. 

New Zealand is to contrîbute 
75,000 NZ dollars to help victims 
of the mast recent devastating 
earthquake in Iran, Associate Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
Simon Upton announced on Tues- 


Tehran said bere on Tuesday that 
the United Nations system in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran has do- 
nated $810,000 for the relief of the 
victims of the devastating earth- 
quake in the southern Kiorasan. 
The Australian government on 


` Monday sent $155,000 in aid. 


The Syrian government ou 
Monday sent 80 tons of relief sup~ 
plies on board two planes. 

Syrian Health Minister Iyad 
ash-Shatti told IRNA correspoa- 
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Australian Ambassador Calls 
On Minister of Justice. 


Tehran Tines Service 


TEHRAN — The Australian Am- 
bassador to Tehran Stuart Harmni] 
ton Rawdon Hume hold talks with 
Iran’s Minister of Justice Esmael 
Shoushtari here Tuesday. 
According to IRNA, in the 
meeting the ambassador said Aus- 
tralia attaches high significance to 
it's relations with Iran. 
„_, He said that human rights, 
internationally accepted a 
iڱ‎ used as a political tool by West. 
ern goverıments to interfere in the 
ntemal affairs of other countries, 


The Australian ambassador 
called for expansion of legal and 
judical relations between the two 
countries, 


The Iranian ıninister in 
1 rep] 
said that the ideals and beliefs oF 


every nation should be respected 
and kept away from assauit of 


badly needed. 

The Iranian Red Crescent, she 
said, had been working around the 
clock, deploying 4,300 rescue 
workers within hours of Satur- 
day's earthquake and distributing 
all emergency foodstock and relief 
items, but “its warehouses are 
now empty." 

The magnitude of the disaster 
was growing and the number of 


Jn laûuching its appeal Mon- 
day, the British Red Cross said it 
was asking the public to help the 
thousands of traumatized survi- 
vors, who are having to come to 
terms with fhe mental anguish of 
what has happened and will be in 
need of acute assistance for four 
months. 

Its director general, Mike 
Whitlam, said, “Many have lost 
everything and are having to en- 


Tehran Tires Service 


TEHRAN — The Geneva-based 
International Federation of the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent SO- 
cieties said that the response to its 
emergency appeal for funds and 
material assistance for Iran’"s 
eartbquake disaster has been un- 
precedented, anı IRNA report said. 

*‘“The pledges have been com- 
ing in thick aud fast,” said Mar- 
gareta Wahistrom, 
under-secretary for the appeal re- 
sponse. “We are struggling to re- 
member when there has been such 
a rapid and generous reaction over 
a 24-hour period to an appeal for 
a natural disaster.” 

Since launching the prelimi- 
nary appeal for 12 million Swiss 
francs ($8.4 million), the federa- 
tion reported raising 7m Swiss 
francs in the first 24hours. 

Wahistrom said that the money 
was being used to provide vital 
relief supplies and stressed that 
another 5m Swiss francs was still 


IRCS Clinic in Bosnia Marks 
Opening Anniversary 


The representative of Iran's 
Red Crescent Society in Bosnia, 
Mohammad Mahdkhani, also said 
that the Bihac clinic was built at a 
time when the liberated region was 
facing acute shortage of medical 
facilities. 


The clinic was successful in 
rendering health and hygiene serv- 
ices to a great uumber of people in 
the region during the previous 
year. 

At the end of the ceremony, 
personnel of Iranian clinics in 
Sarajevo and Bihac offered their 
services to the quake-stricken peo- 
ple in eastern Iran. 


Tehran Tines Service 


TEHRAN —1Iran's Red Crescent 
Society clinic in the city of Bihac, 
in western Bosnia, held ceremo- 
nies on Monday to mark its first 
opening anniversary, an IRNA re- 
port said. 

Iran's Ambassador to Bosnia, 
Mohammad Ebrahim Taherian, 
who was present at the ceremony, 
said that the Islamic Republic of 
Iran has always come to the help 
of the Bosxian nation during their 
most difficult period. The estab- 
lishment of Bihac clinic is an indi- 
cation to Iran's affinity towards 
the Bosnian nation, he added. 


Hungary After Promotion 
of Ties With Iran 


help expand bilateral relations, 
An Iranian cultural and trade 
fair was inaugurated in Budapest 
recently at the joint initiative of the 
İranian Embassy in Budapêèst and 
Cultural Center of Iran in Vienna 
and was welî received by the Peo- 


` ple, officials and businessmen. 


It may be mentioned that Hun- 
gary is a member of the Council of 
Europe and is also among the 
countries expêcted to join the 
Eurcpean Union in the future. 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — In a meeting with 
Iranian Ambassador to Budapest 
Abdol Reza Rajabi on Monday, 
the Hungarian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Kadar announced bis 
country’s williîngnese to upgrade 
ties with Iran. 

According to IRNA, in the 
meeting Kadar said that holding of 
cultural and trade fairs can pro- 
mole understanding batwten the 
people of the two countries and 
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| People, Officials, and Candidate 
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1 are going to the polls to elect their next president 
in less than two weeks. 

Three factors play crucial roles in holding fair elections: 
Government officials, especially the Ministry of the Interior; 
the candidates; and supporters of candidates. 

In charge of holding the elections, the Ministry of the 
Interior shoulders great responsibility for holding fair elec- 
tions. The neutrality and firmness of the Interior Ministry are 
the most crucial factors in this process. We need the neutral- 
ity in order to provide a congenial ground for a healthy 
campaign. We need firmness in order to guarantee the rule 
of law and punish offenders with an iron fist. We need 
firmness in order to prevent vote rigging. In sum, the neu- 
trality and firmness of the Ministry of the Interior will guar- 
antee fair elections. 

For their part, the candidates play a decisive role in hold- 
ing fair elections. The candidates themselves—all of them— 
know full well that they have not elaborated on the details of 
their future plans. Voters, therefore, are not properly ac- 
quainted with the future plans of the would-be president. 
During the few days left to the elections the candidates must 
inform the people of their future plans. 

Hf the candidates embark on informing the people of their 
ideals, ideas and plans, the Iranian nation will choose the 
most qualified candidate in the seventh presidential election. 
But if candidates resort to character assassination in order 
to undermine their rivals, such an approach will put the 
fairness of the election into question. 

The role of supporters of the candidates is the most 
important one. All candidates should be able to use public 
forums equally in the election campaign. Unfortunately, a 
couple of weeks ago, certain circles disturbed the gathering 
of supporters of Seyed Mohammad Khatami in Mashhad. 
Such incidents should not happen again. Hf they happen, it is 
the duty of the law enforcement system to take the culprits 
to book. 

Supporters of each candidate must bear in mind that 
tolerance is the best policy during the election campaign, else 
we will have chaos and disorder. 


Another Quake Strikes Qaen 


Tehran Times Service magnitude of 7.1 degrees rocked 


eastern Iran Saturday ncon, killing 
ard injuring thousands of peopie 
and making thousands more home- 
less. 

128 villages have either been 
partially damaged or totally de- 
stroyed and 15,500 homes bave 
been demolished. 

Since Saturday noon some 193 
aftershocks have hit Qaen and Bir- 
jand with a magnitude ranging 
from 3 to 5.5 degrees on the Rich- 
ter scale. 


TEHRAN — Second quake meas- 
uring 4.8 degrees on the open- 
ended Richter scale hit Qaen in the 
northeastern Province of 
Khorasan at 20:58 bours local time 
(16:28 GMT) Monday, IRNA re- 
ported. 

The Geophysics Institute Of Te- 
bran University registered thê epi- 
center of the quake 850 km 
southeast of the base, at the vicin- 


ity of Qaea. 
A powerful earthquake with a 
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French National: West’s 
Anti-lIran. Propaganda Biased 


on foot and intends to walk to 
other parts of the world. 

Unfortunately, he said, West- 
em nations are unaware of the 
active presence of Iranian women 
in social and executive affairs in 
Iran. 

He said Iran is a country with 
rich culture and warm-blooded 
and sentimental people. (RNA 


QOM — A French Muslim na= 
tional Jamil Balehi said here on 
Tuesday that the propaganda 
campaign launched by the West 
and he U.S. against Iran is “bi~ 

Balehi, who is on a round the 
world tour on foot, arrived in this 
holy city this morning. He has 
already travelled to 85 countries 


Islamic Group in (LS. (alls For Boycott of 
Sportswear Company Nike for Insulting Islam 


Awad, who is travelling with 
a pair of the shoes with the desigu 
of “Allah'" on it, told Arab News 
that the Oregon-based company 
insulted Muslims. 

C.A.IR has demanded that 
Nike tender a public apology for 
using this logo on its athletic 
shoes. Awad said he called on 
senior Nike officials and design- 
ers to stop the insult and re- 
quested them to participate in a 
sensitivity training programme 
about Islam. 

Awad, who had been invited 
by the Saudi Ministry of Islamic 
Affairs düring haj this year, 
urged Muslim distributors in the 
Arab world to put nike on “the 
boycott list for three to five 
years". (IRNA) 


30 Percenf of World's 
Gurpeî Markels 


Belong to Iran 
GORGAN — Iran holds 30 per- 
cent of the world's carpet rmar- 
kets, Deputy Constructionn Jihad 
Minister for rural development 
and industries Karim Karimi said 
here onı Tuesday. 

Speaking at a sceintific meet- 
ing on Turkman carpets held in 
the city of Gorgan, he said “by 
implementing new policies we 
hope to gain more shares in the 
world markets.” 

Iran's share in the world’s car- 
pet markets stood at $330 million 
in the year 1974, while the 
amount rose to $2.4 billion in the 
years 1993 and 94 respectively. 

Karimi predicted that the earm- 
ings from carpet exports would 
reach $17.5 billion by the end of 
2021. (IRNA) 


ATHENS — A prominent 
American Islamic organizer has 
urged Arab and Muslim states to 
boycott business with the Ameri- 
can sportswear giant Nike, saying 
that the American company has 
used the Arabic word “Allah” or 
its shoes, which have been sold 
across the U.S and several other 
countries. 

Nihad Awad, Executive Di- 
rector of National Council! on 
American-Islamic Relations 
(CAIR), told the newspaper Arab 
News that *‘all of us are working 
on this boycott proposal until 
Nike stops using this design.’ 

Saudi Arabia is a multimillion 
dollar market for nike and other 
casual footwear manufactures. 
This however, is not the first iû- 
cident of its type involving Nike 
and the Muslim community. 

In 1995 also, Nike agreed to 
remove a billboard deerned offen- 
sive to Muslims following a simi- 
lar protest by C.A.I.R. 


Saudî Arabi; Jordan, Libya, Indonesia, Traian Aueri Presidents Neel 


Hé briefed Rafsanjani on Az- 
eri-Armenian dispute over Kara- 
bakh enclave and on the measures 
so far adopted for settlement of the 
issue at regional apd international 
levels. 

He said that his country was 
keen on expanding cooperation 
and relations with Iran and up- 
grading mutual transactions espe- 
cially in the areas of oil and gas. 

President Rafsanjani for his 
part expressed regret over escala- 
tion of tension between Baku and 
Yerevan over Karabakh. 

He said that Iranian and Azeri 
officials as well as officials from 
other neighboring and friendly 
countries should intensify their ef- 
forts to peacefully settle the dis- 


pute. 
He added that Iran is interested 
in expanding its relations with Az- 


. erbaijan. 


@RNA) 


ASHKHABAD — Azeri Presi- 
dent Geidar Aliyev in a meeting 
with President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani of Iran here Tuesday 
expressed condolences over the 


The president of Azerbaijan 
Republic said that his country is 
ready to send humanitarian assis- 
tance to Iran. 


Join Donors to Quake Victims 
` Tehrun Enes Setiiee : ent one will share the responsibil- 
TEHRAN — A Jordanian plane ity of rehabilitation of uprooted 


families of Ummah. 


Mirwaiz Moulavi Ummar 
Farooq who is also heading 
separatist conglomerate All- 
Party Hurriyat Conference 


(APHC) as its chairman wil 


make a formal appeal to people of 
Kashmir as head preacher on 
Friday for extending help to the 
quake victims of eastern Iran by 
contributing to the relief fund of 
Iranian goverment through 


` Iranian embassy in New Delbi, 


individually or collectively. 


. He told IRNA that despite the 
fact that Kashmiri people were io 
distress “we will not lag behind 
in doing. whatever we can”". 

He has expressed his condo- 
lences to the bereaved families 
and solidarity with the Iranian 
government on the calamity 
through the embassy on behalf of 
bis party and people, the chair- 


. man said. 


Greek Daily: U.S. Embargo 
on Iran De Facto Collapses 


for oil in Iran. 


Eksousia referred to recent 
statemeuts by Iran’s Oil Minister 
Gholamreza Agazadeh that nego- 
tiations with two Western oil 
firms, the French total and the 
British-Dutch royal/dutch shell, 
were proceeding at a swift pace. 

@RNA) 


` International Confab on Afforestation 


Opens in Beijing 


again, demonstrated their opposi- 
tion to Israel, the Iranian minister 
noted. 

At the end of Tuesday's ses- 
sion, a Saudi Arabian diplomat 
aso told IRNA that the Arab 
League member states had initially 
decided to boycott the meeting. 
However, they arrived at a conclu- 
sion to attend it and prevent Israeli 
participation. 

The Arab League's proposal 
was welcomed by all Islamic coun- 
tries participating in the meeting, 
particularly Iran and Indonesia, he 
concluded. @RNA) 


NORASIA 


„ The Saudi Arabian envoy, 
speaking for the Arab League, 
protested the address by the Israeli 
deputy agriculture minister when 
he was about to deliver his speech. 
Other Islamic countries supported 
this opposition. Consequently, the 
Israeli minister was prevented 
from addressing thê meeting. 

In an interview with IRNA cor- 
respondent here, Forouzesh said 
that tLe Islamic Republic of Iran is 
against the membership of Israel 
in the Asian Afforestation Orgari- 
zation. 

The Islamic countries, once 
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BEHING — The J1ith 
International Meeting on 
Afforestation in Asia opened bere 
Tuesday morning. 
Representatives from over 30 
Asian countries faced with deser- 


` tification are attending the three- 


day meeting. 
Iran’s Minister of Construction 


. Jibad Gholamreza Forouzesh, 


heading an expert delegation is 
representing the Islamic Republic 
at the meeting. 

Precarious dimensions of de- 
sertification in different regions of 
Asia as well as possible solutions 
to this natura] problem will be 
reviewed in the meeting. 


` ATHENS — Major Greek after- 


noon daily ‘Eksousia’”’ said the 
American D’amato Bill which 
threatens foreign companies with 
sanctions if they invest over $40 
million in Iran’s energy sector 


` bas de facto collapsed. 


The paper said the European 


` Union and other cûuntries are 
putting pressure on Washington ° 


to cancel the bill, while more and 
more Western oil companies are 
seeking to sign agreements with 
Tehran ou exploration and search 


losded with disaster ‘reliéf sup- 


as a jordanian delegation, Relig- 
ious’ Affairs Minister Abdel 
Jordan’s King Hussein offered . 
his condolences Saturday night to 
Iranian President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani for thé viê- 
tîme of the quake whic struck 


. eastern lian earliér in the day. 


The 7.1-degree quake also left 
2,810 people.injured and another 
60,000 homeless. State television 
put the death toll at 4,000 Mon- 
day. but Iranian .officials said 
Tuesday that 1,560 people bad 
انمق‎ 

"Libyan Foreign Minister 
Omar El-Muntasser met the Ira- 
nian ambassador to Tripoli Moh- 
day ùigğht and told hirı that Libya 
will “grant emergency aid of up 
to.a million dollars to ease the 
suffering. of Muslim brothers ıi in 


Iran," the Libyan; News Ageney 


Jana said. 


But Muntasser coinplained 
that the international air embargo 
against his country was prevent- 
ing the quick dispatch of Libyan 
aid to Îran. 

The Indonesian government 
wil] send relief assistance to 
earthquake ` victims. în Iran, state 
secretary Murdionê said Tues- 
day. 

He appealed to Muslim nations 


inclding Saudi Arabia, the afflu- 


. nitial Stagês of Salman Fateh 
Maneuvers. Suecessfully (onductêd. 


At. the second stage, partici 
‘pant forces carried out various 
defence operations against possi- 
ble attacks with both conven- 
tional and chemical weapons, 
practicing methods of containing 
the Hmpacts of such agents. 

The third stage of the military 
exercise ipcluding attacks by Ira- 
niap marines on hypothetical enı- 


. emy positions and air raids on 


E e 


TEHRAN — ` tranian: forces have 


successfully carried out the first 
and second.stages of a war.game . 


in the Persian Gulf, it was '‘an- 
nounced here on Tuesday, 


The first part of the manen 


vers, code-uamed “Salman 
Fateh” consisted of commando 
and ` anti-commando operations 
on land and sea, airlifting of per- 


sweeping operations. 


‘ADB President Says Bank Will 
Boost Role of Private Sector 


many members had noted that 
“huge investments and a 
substantial additional flow of 


„ capital continue to be necessary to 


finapce physical and social 
infrastructure in the region. 

“In this connection, they 
emphasized the increased 
importance of the bank's catalytic 
and leveraging role in facilitating 
such a flow of funds, noting the 
significant role to be played by tbe 
private sector in the development 
process. 

“The baok will therefore 
continue to promote an enabling 
environment for private sector 
investment, and we will further 
attune our operations to enhance 
the participation of the private 
sector, particularly through 
further development of the 
financial sector and capital 


` markets of the region.” 


(AFF) 


` financè ministers and central bank 
; gOVernors, agreed that regional 
economies were still strong. 

` “They were appreciative that 
economic growth, while slowing 


` down slightly in east and southeast 


Asia, is spreading to South Asia 
and to the countries of Indochina 
which are undertaking various 


reforms towards market-oriented 
systems. These trends are 
. .welcome apd need to be supported 


further,” he said. 


“Despite these favorable 
developments, however, many 


_govermors reminded us that the 


majority of the world’s poor are 
living in Asia, `” the ADB president 


said. ‘Some Asian coumtries have . 


also paid a high cost for their 
economic growth iu terms of a 


` deteriorating environment.” 


Sato, a former Japanese 
Finance Ministry official, said 


FUKUOKA, Japan — The Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) wound 


up its 30th annval meeting bere 


Tuesday with President Mitsuo 
Sato expressing confidence about 
the bank’s future as the new cen- 
tury approaches. 


`. “All the governors renewed: 


their commitment ‘to the 
development of the Asia-Pacific 
region in the 21st century, ” he told 
the traditional post-meeting news 
conference by the head of the 
Manila-based bank. 

“From my perspective,’" Sato 
added, “They endorsed my basic 
philosophy to make the ADB not 
just a financial institution but a 
more broadly based Sevelopgent 
institution.” 


În kis closing remarks on the 
three-day meeting, Sato said 
governors from the 56 member 
countries, including dozens of 
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TEHRAN — The E üecting of 
the Organization of Telenie 
Conference's (OIC) ‘Siahdin, 
Committee for Econom ani 
Commercial Cooperation 
(COMSEC) conclnded its Kurk 
Ankars» Monday. afforBoon by 
stressing EXPABSiON of trade 
cooperation amMOng Jshauic Û 


urday. 
The meeting onilined the 
agenda of the COMSEC niniste 
rial meeting to be bed in Istankel 
on November 1-5, 


planı for expansion of commercial 
and economic relations as well xs ; 
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Iran Telecom Hctive in 
International Tenders 


staff. 
He also stated thal the TCI has 
at present won two international 
tenders which are in the stages of 
signing the contract. 

It has participated in four other 
biddings and is awaiting the oui 
come. 

The managing director of TCI 
annouwıced that tbe value of these 
projects exceeds tens of millions 
of dollars. 

Zabihi pointed out that TCI’s 
participation at these tenders come 
at a time when more powerful 
competitors like *Alcatel’ of 
France, ‘Siemens’ of Germany 
and ‘Ericsson’ of Sweden have an- 
nounced their readiness to gO 
ahead with these projects. 

TCI kas also organized special- 
ized training courses for the tele- 
communication experts and staff 
from some regional countries. 


Oil Discovery in Egypi 


huge Upper Egypt concession COV- 
ers 80,000 Sqm in the Qena and 
Aswan governorates. 

Two other companies, Global 
Natural Resources and Apache of 
the U.S. have taken a second Up- 
per Egypt concession, east Beni 
Zuef, and are expected to begin 
27,600 sqm area is located in the 
Beni Suef and Fayoun 
rates. 3 

‘The companies agreed to spend 
$11 million and to drill five wells 


Now that we are at fe final days of fhe flagbearer of construcfion, supporter of the Late Imam ; 
Khomeini anki the Supreme Leader, President Hashami Rafsanjanî's presidency, relying on Î 
: : the atientions of the Almighty, supporting and participating in fhe forthcoming presides i 
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. in the block. 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The Managing 
Director of the 


Telécommunications Company of 
Iran (TCD, Mohammad Jaafar 
Zabihi, said Tuesday that the 
company plays an active part n 
international tenders by providing 
technical and eugineering 
services, IRNA reported. 

He said that the TCI has cur- 
rently undertaken the installation 
and operation of the 7000 km op- 
tical fiber project in Turkemenis- 
tan which is part of the grand 
Shanghai-Frankfurt project. 

He added that the TCI is ir 
charge of the entire stages of the 
project, including the supply of 
optical fibers, technical equip- 
ment, installing, execution, test” 
ing and putting the project into 
operation as well as training the 
Turkemen telecommunication 


oil and gas,” Guindi said. 


He pointed out that the size of 


the Kom Ormmbo basin is big, “two 
or three times the size of the Gulf 
of Suez basin (the largest produc- 
ing area in Egypt to date). 
Egyptian Oil Minister Handi 
al-Banbi recently visited the dis- 
covery site 60 kilometers nortb- 
west of Aswan in the Kom Ombo 


region. 

Under the agreement it signed 
with the Egyptian government, 
Repsol agreed to spend $12 mil- 
lion and to drill three wells. The 
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qualifications, which the society expects from the head of the Executive Force: 


1- Believing in Mohammedan pure Islam and the valuable principle of Vi 3 

2- Beliaving in the preservation of Imam Khomeinî's E ay 
cultural, poftical, and economic aspects; 

3- Protector of the valuable heritage of tha 


words and daeds; 


4- Supporter of the underprivileged and the oppressed; 


5- Believing in the combat against the enemies of 
§- Believing in planning for the extension of 


the youth; 


T- Believing in working with ell efficient forces, faithful to the Islamic Republic; 


8- Showing grafitudê i the noble nation of Iran and 


E 


their resources, Velayati said add- 
ing Iran enjoys strategic geo- 
graphical location, easy access to 
high seas and extensive pipeline 
network for transfer of gas and oil. 

The foreign minister also said 
the pipeline project to transfer 
Turkmen gas to Iran is going ahead 
and part of it has been completed. 

According to the $190 million 
project, to become operational 
within next sıx months, Turkmen 
gas will be transferred to Neka, 
northern Iran, through a 200-km 


In the first stage, transfer of 
two billion cubic meters of gas per 
year has been envisaged, the 
amount is to be increased to eight 
billion cubic meters a year later. 

Last ECO summit was held in 
May, 1996 in Ashkhabad and the 
next is scheduled to be held in 


Imporiani 


ATHENS — The first discovery 
of oil in Upper Egypt, made 40 
days ago by Repsol of Spain, may 
be the most important find in the 
country in the last decade because 
it extends the oil frontier 
southward and should encourage 
international corupanies to explore 
in virgin areas along the Red Sea 
and in southwestern Egypt, 
Egyptian oil industry experts said. 
According to a report in the 
Middle East Times weekly, Wafik 
akGuindi, president of Forum EX- 
ploration and a wel known explo- 
ration consultant, said the 
presence of the upper cretaceOUs 
formation in the Upper Egypt con- 
cession is very promising. 
“This formation is very prolific 


in generating oil and gas so it's a 
very important sign for additional ’ 
new finds in this area both in the * 
cretaceous and in deeper hori 


zons, °" Guindi explained. 


Tn data submitted by Repsol at : 


a meeting of the foreign oil com- 
panies operating in Egypt, black 
shales were reported in the Upper 
Egypt concession. 

‘““This could mean the paleozoic 
strata. If so, then I consider this a 
breakthrough in exploration in this 
part of the world. Black shales are 
very rich source rocks to generate 


propose hosting the summit, 
which was accepted by the ECO 
members, Velayati said. 

Transfer of Central Asian gas 
and oi is of immense importance 
to the ECO member countries 
since the region enjoys abundant 
gas and oil reserves. Tehran can 
help them make optimal use of 


Oil, Gas, Transportation di TOP Of 
EC0 Summit Age 


Tehran Tises Service 
TEHRAN -—— Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati said in Ashkhabad 
on Monday night that issues 
relating to oil, gas and 

jon will top the talks at 


transportation 
the 2-day extraordinary summit of . 


the Economic Cooperation 
Organization (ECO), which 
opened here yesterday, IRNA 
said 


Velayati, currently in Ashk- 
habad accompanying President 
Akbar Hasbemi Rafsanjani, fur” 


the ECO foreign ministers adopted 
in Tehran recently will form tbe 
core of discussions in the suromit. 

Investment in the project for 
transfer of Central Asian oil and 
gas both in the region and outside 
the region will be discussed at the 
summit, he said. 

The project was the main mO- 
tive promoting Turkmenistan to 


Turkey Tenders for Gus 
Pipe Projeci 


arrangements are being made for 
implementation of the second and 
third phases of the project. 


He explained that a 410-km 40- 
inch pipe is to be laid down be- 
tween Erzurum and Sivas, with 
another one which will bifurcate 
into two seperate lines between 
Sivas and Ankara, one a 40-inch 
pipe stretching 161 kms and the 
other a 303-km 36-inch pipe. 

He added that 48 Turkish and 
foreign companies had received 
notes specifying conditions for 
taking part in the bid. ۴ 

Turkish official said that under 
a contract concluded between Iran 
and Turkey, a natural gas pipeline 
would be constructed between 
Iran's Tabriz (East Azarbaîijan) 
and Ankara. 
of gas is expected to be transferred 
to Turkey from Iran in the initial 
phase of the project slated for 
1998, while the, export would 
amount to ten billion cubic meters 
annually in the coming phases on 
a regular basis within a period of 
23 years. (RNA) 


India Proposes ‘South Asian Economie 
(ommunity’ at SAARC Summit 


enlargerpent of our export poten- 
tial by raising quality standards 
and expanded regional market, hu- 
man resource and skills develop- 
ment, scientific and technological 


cooperation, upgrading and aug- : 
menting of regional infrastructure : 


and regional diffusion of financial 
and other services", 


The Indian initiative evoked 
mixed reactions among the mem- + 


bers of the seven-nation SAARC. 


Welcoming the lauach of the 
third round of South Asian Prefer : 
ential Trade Agreement (SAPTA) 
shortly to further accelerate the 
pace of trade liberalization in the 7 


for further extension of Tariffcon- : 
cessions to cover all product lines, 
accompanied by dismantling of . 


non-tariff barriers. 


He said this would help fulfil ; 
the objective of a South Asian Free : 
Trdae Area (SAFTA) by the tum. 
of the century or very shortly 
thereafter as pledged by the seven 


nation grouping. AIRNA) 


NEW DELHI — India on Monday 
launched a major offensive in 
regional economic diplomacy at 
the 9th South Asian Association 
for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC) Summit with Prime 
Minister I.K. Gujral formally 
proposing an initiative into the 
contours of a South Asian 
Economic Community (SAEC), 
report Indian news agencies. 

Addressing inaugural sessiçn 
while handing over the SAARC 
chairmanship to hosts, the Maldi- 
ves, Indian premier made a force- 
ful plea with the summit leaders to 
ponder over his proposal and sug- 
gested “we should entrust the 
commerce ministers and the com- 
mittee on economic cooperation 
with deciding on modalities for 
realizimg this goal". 

Gujral said “this project would 
cover crucial issues vital for our 
shared economic fubure, such as a 
regional investment regime, ex- 
port-oriented joint ventures, easy 
movement of goods and capital, 


ANKARA — Turkey is to put a 
project of laying pipelines for 
transfer of Iran’s natural gas to 


praject isvolves traasfer of Iran's 
gas from Erzıruin to Ankara via 
Sivas. 

Doghan observed that Turkey 
had earlier called for bids on im- 
plementation of the first phase of 
the project, that is laying pipelines 
from Iran's border to Erzurum and 


High Level Iranian 
Economic and Trade 
Team Arrives in Kuwait 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — Iranian Minister of 
Finance and Economic Affairs 
Morteza Mohammad Khan 
heading an economic delegation 
arrived in Kuwait Monday in an 
official visit, IRNA reported. 

The visit is taking place at the 
invitation of the Kuwaiti Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Finance, Nasser Abdullah ar-Rod- 
han. 

The Iranian delegation includes 
deputies of the Finance Ministry, 
officials of the Central Bank, the 
Chamber of Commerce and In- 
vestmeut Organization. 

Iranian delegation was to call 
on the Amir of Kuwait, acting 
ter as well as the finance minister. 
and his entourage were to hold 
wide-ranging talks with heir Ku- 
waiti counterparts as well as the 
economic, commerce, banking 
and investment officials of that 
country. 

The manifold axes of the talks 
will inciude finalizing the draft 
agreement to encourage and bol- 
ster investment, agreement to 
avoid double taxation, reviewmgğ 
agreements on economic cOOpera— 
tion and strengthening banking 
ties. 

Mohammad Khan and the dele- 
gation accompanying bim will aiso 
meet Kuwaiti businessmen and 
prominent entrepreneurs and Ira- 
nianıs residing in Kuwait. 
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Johnson, who had just eight points 
in game 3 Sunday, scored nine of 
his 15 in the first quarter. 

Miami hit just 3-of-13 shots 
from the field and missed 7-of-15 
free ırows in thé second quarter 
when they were outscored 28-14, 
giving New York a 51-36 halftime 
lead. The Knicks shot 60 percent 
from the field (9-of-15) in the 
quarter. 

Hardaway finished with 14 
points, but was held to three in the 
second half. 


“‘It was a combination of turn- 
overs and free throws that hurt us 
again tonight, '" said Hardaway. 

Center Alonzo Mourning had 
just 13 points on 5-of-16 shooting 
from the field and fouled out with 
4:59 left in the game after several 
physical moments with Ewing aud 
Oakley. 

*Zo is OK," said Oakley of 
Mourning. “I like him, so does 
Patrick. But I can handle him on 
the boards and Patrick can always 
outscore hin. '" 

Mourning picked up five fouls 
in a span of 12:07 of the second 
half. He fouled out with the Knicks 
comfortably abead at 78-63. Be- 
fore fouling out, Mourning shot an 
air ball at the free throw line, 
where he was 3-of-8 for the game. 

“We will play better in Mi- 
ami," said Mourning. “We are 
going home and you can bet coach 
will figure something out, He’s 
burning about this. We think the 
Knicks got most of the calls. Those 
contacts out there were nct acci- 


' dental. There is friction between 


the teams.” 

“We'll regroup, we'll be ready 
Wednesday night,’ said Riley. 

Miami, which led the NBA 
with a 32-9 road record during the 
regular season, is 0-4 on the road 
in the playoffs and averaged jus 
78.8 points in the four losses. 

The Knicks built their biggest 
lead at 86-66 after a basket by 
Chris Childs with 2:20 left in the 


game. 

The Heat shot 38 percent from 
the field and missed 14-of-32 free 
throws. 

“I'm just mystified at the free 
throw shooting,” said Riley. “I 
have no explanation for it." 

The Knicks were 51 percent 
from the field and converted 15- 
of-21 free throws. (Reuter) 


NEW YORK, United States (May 12): New York Knicks’ Chris Childs (Û) drives past the Miami Heat's 
Tim Hardaway in the first quarter of game four of the Eastern Conference semifinals af Madison Square 
Garden in New York. The Knicks won 89-76. 


(AFP PHOTO) 


semifinal, were hosting the Los 
Angeles Lakers in Monday’s other 
NBA Playoff game. 

Allan Houston scored 15 of his 
17 points in the first balf when the 
Knicks built a 15-point lead. 
Houston had 10 points and Starks 
eight in a decisive 21-5 second- 
quarter run. 

“AlJlen had a big first half," 
said Ewing. “They couldn't stop 
him.” 

“We got their best game of the 
series, without a doubt, "" said Mi- 
ami Coach Pat Riley. “They were 
just excellent in all facets of the 
game. 

“They outplayed us, that’s the 
way I feel," said the Heat's star 
guard Tim Hardaway. “They out- 
played us." 

New York got good production 
from every player. ‘“‘It was a total 
team effort,” Ewing said. 

Charles Oakley bad nine re- 
bounds and sparked the team with 
his hustling, diving style. Larry 


the year said. “I needed to be John 
Starks. Patrick Ewing kind of 
bumed me, he prompted me, I 
guess you could call it. Now we 
need to go to Miami and take care 
of business.” 

New York could close out the 
series by winnmg game 5 Wednes- 
day night at Miami. The Knicks, 
who are 6-1 irı the postseason, 
have won three of four games at 
Miami this season. 

The Utah Jazz, up 3-1 in their 
best-of-seven Western Conference 


NEW YORK — John Starks came 
alive with 21 points and Patrick 
Ewing added 20 as the New York 
Knicks scored a solid 89-76 vic- 
tory over the Miami Heat Monday 
to take a 3-1 lead in their Eastern 
Conference semifinal] series. 

Starks, who hit just 5-of-24 
shots from the field in the first 
three games of the series, shot 
9-of-12 this time. 

*I needed to come out and take 
charge and play more aggres- 
sively,” the NBA's sixth man of 


Chess Champion Loses Compelilive Spirit 
in Man Versus Machine 


grandmaster from Manhattan. 
*“He should have been abje to put 
game 2 behind him and go on.” 
Instead, Kasparov increasingly 
ascribed human: characteristics to 


` the machine, saying after his first 


loss that he thought he detected 
intelligent thought by the machine. 


BARCELONA, Spain (May 12): CF Barcelona Coach Bobby Robson (R) and players wait at a terminal at 
Barcelona’s airport after they were evacuated from the plane following a bomb threat. The team was 
among other passengers en route to Amsterdam for fhe European Cup Winners final on Wednesday 
May 14 in Rotterdam against Paris Saint Germain. 


(AFP PHOTO) 


NEW YORK — In the end, world 
chess champion Garry Kasparov 
said he could have beaten the corm- 
puter. He just wasn’t in the mood. 

On May 4, be resigned from a 
game against IBM’s Deep Blue 
computer that later analysis 
showed could have been played to 
& draw. Over the next three games, 
Kasperov could do no better than 
a draw. 

Then Sunday, in the equivalent 
of a meltdown, the man wbio some 
have called the best player ever 
resigned from the final, winner- 
take-all game after just one hour 
and 19 moves. 

Michael Khodarkovski, a 
friend of his, said it was the first 
time Kasparov bas ever lost a 
chess match. 

Afterward, Kasparov blamed 
himself, but refused to admit he 
had been fairly beaten. 

‘‘I wouldn't take this game as a 
serious one: I lost my competitive 
spirit,'” he said. 

“‘I think eventually the machine 
will prevail, but I wouldn't take 
today as the day of doom,"" he 
continued. *‘I'm the best in tue 
world and if I lose, it's a question 


nent seemed to have won the battle 
of wits as well as the battle on the 
board. Over the eight-day period, 
the stress appeared to rattle the 
34-year-old Russian. 

“This match has exposed 
Garry's weaknesses as a human — 
that he is a very high-strung indi- 
vidual,” said Ron Henley, a 


. Premiership Stand Firm on Boro 
LONDORI-Engîish Prerrier Lagu chiefs are confcdent hey wl be vincîcaled 
.iÎ Middlesbrough go to the High Court in a bid to reclaim the three points which 
cost them their premiership place, . 
Middlesbrough chairman Stave Gibson has refused to rule outa legal challenge 
io wîn back the points daductsd for faling to play Blackbum on December 21. 
‘But the Premier League, whose original ruling was upheld when 
` Micilesbroıgh's appeal against the punishment was heard in March, believe 
the courts would also rule against he club. 
“Its a matler for middlesbrough what they wish to do, bit wa believe we've 
OPO awl. Hal we ace, oni Yey im, GTO? said 
spokesman Mike Lea. 

. Wilson Cets His Peers’ Vote 
LONDON: Bamsley boss Danny Wilson was named manager of the year by 
his pears in the English game for taking the unfashionable Yorkshiremen into 
the top-ffight for the first time in their history. 
Wilson won the managers’ vote ahead of premiership manager of the year Alex 
Ferguson, who led Manchester United to their fourth title in fve seasons. 
Colin Todd, whose Bolton side scored 100 goals and just failed to notch 100 
points, picked up the first division prize. 
Davîd Jones: of Stockport, who reached the semifnals of the Coca-Cola Cup 
as wel as winning promotion, won fhe second division award while Micky 
Adams of Fulham was fhe division three choice. 


Radebe to Skipper South Africa Against 


JOHANNESBURG: Lucas Radebe; the only English-based squad member, will 
lead South Africa in a friendly against England at Old Trafford on May 24. 
The 27-year-old defender replaced long-serving skipper Nell Tovey for a World 
Cup victory over Zaire last month and won a votes of confidence from national 
coach Clive Barker. 

The squat also includes three Hialah-based players in striker Philomon 
Masinga, a former teammate of Radebe at Leeds, defender Mark Fish and 


riidîelder Ec Tinder. 
TENNIS 


Muster on Form as Ferreira Tumbles Out 
ROME: Thomas Muster made a winning start to the defense of his Italian Open 
title here, but here. was no joy for seeds Wayne Ferreira and Mark 


`Phikppoussis. 

Muster erebê fia memoly of an early exit n Monle Carlo, sweeping to a 6-3, 
6-2 victory over Italian wild card Entrant.Marzio Martell. - 

But ninth seeded Ferreîra missed five match points to allow Magnus Larsson 
a 46, 7-5, 7-6 (7) win. Morocco's Karim Alami beat Philippoussis 6-2, 6-0. 
Britain's Greg Rusedski was anofhér casually, losing two ie-breaks lo Spain's 
Abert Portas. 

Graf Back in Action With Doubles Loss 
BERLIN: Formê world number one Steffi Graf returned io action here following 
three months out with a knee. injury in a doubles clash alongside Argentina's 
Ines Gorrochategui. 

But it was a losing retum as the pair went down 4-6, 6-3, 3-6 to Rika Hîrakî of 
Japan and Florencia Labat of Argentina. 

in the singles, Graf, who has a first round bye, is to face 21-year-old Chanda 
Rubin of the United States, who is ranked 27 in thie world. 


CRICKET 


: Javed Stuns World Champs 
GWALIOR: Aquib Javed knocked out workd champions Sri Lanka with a fiery 


new ball burst here lo resurrect Pakistan's faltering Independence Cup 


campaign. 
Aqıub snapped up four early wickets, including two in the first over, and one 
more in his second spell after Pakistan had piled up an imposing 289 for six. 
Sri Lanka scored 259 in reply to lose by 30 runs and kesp the depleted 
Pakistanis alive in the four-nation event afier fhe 22-1un dafeat to New Zealand 
in the opening match. 
FORMULA ONE 

` Ferrari Boss Wants More 
MARANELLO: Ferrari may have celebrated 50 years of motor racing with a 
stunning victory in Monaco, but team chief Luca di Montezemolo said it wasn't 
Afler the team's inconsistent year in 1996, Di Montetzemolo made it clear that 
Schumacher’s Victory and Irvine's third place in Monaco should not be another 
flash in the pan. 
“Wa have fo ba vety happy about such a wonderful result,” the Ferrari president 
said. "But let's be clear about one thing — — all we did was our duty. 
“Our objşclive must be to win on a regular basis.” 
Ferrari ara now top of the drivers’ championship, with Schumacher and top of 


Australian First to Swiün From Cuba to 
MIAMI: Australîan. swimmer Susie Maroney became the first person tO swim 
solo from Cuba to Florida, covering the approximately 200 kilometers (124 
miles) from Havana to Key West in ony 25 hours, organizers said. 

“fm so glad to be here. It's such a long way,” Maroney told reporters moments 
afler swimming up to Fort Taylor Beach in Key West, the southemmost point 
of the United Statas, at 12-21 pm. (1621 GMT). 

“We had strong currents,” she nalsd, axplaining-why she was able to make the 
swim in îar less îme than the 40 hours esimaisd. 


am: 


of this month or in early June, he 


“1 must say that we had very 
good, very warm, very friendly” 
discussions, Gujral said at a joint 
` press: conference on the nearby 
Island of Kurumbe. 

Sharif, who later left for a Cên- 
tral Asian leaders” summit in 


` would not like tù sum up in a 
nse ece ond ibs 
e 1 


(Contd From Pg: 2) : 
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dent in Damascus that the relief aid 
inclidinğ icine and foodstuff 
were sent on the order of the Syr- 


gram. 
` Monday thal it has allocated 
$100,000 for the victims of 
; . Khorasan earthquake. 

France, Switzerland, Pakistan 
` and Kuwait have sent food and 


, mediciné for quake:.victims of Iran : ` 


on. board.in five flights. Tempe- 
rary settlement in tents of the. Vic- 
tims of fhe quake . was finished 
, Monday night. . 


: A local official in Qaen said 


` that to improve relief operations at 


De pe a BY 


` tents, 22,000 blankets apd x sub- 
` ` stantial amounit of food; clothing, 

footware :and other necessary 
. things were being distributed 


. among quake Victims. 


` fn related reports, a nuımqber of 
contries have sent relief to quake 
victims in the province. The Red 
. Crescent Society of Turkey on 
` Monday sent 20 tons of goods, 
comprising of sugar, medicines. 
` blankets, cooking oil and rice. 

Un Monday the Kuwaiti zov- 
emment sent 38.5 tons of food for’ 
quakes victims in Iran. The contrî-. 
bution ‘of the Kuwaiti goverment 
was taken tO mashhad on board a 


, TOT cargo plaiê.. ` : 
` JF İa statemert Monday eve ` Ê 


`. hîng, e Irish Foreign Minister 
Dick Sprig announced’ the ap- 
Proval of 4 grat of $120,000 for 


' he “core issue” 1 
of Jammu and Kashmir, Pakistani 


bakan's ruling pro-lslamic Wel - 


fare party have also denounced the 


military’s move to agree to he  . 
holding of joint exercises with Is- - 


rael. 
(Contd From Pg. 1) 
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ات ب ا ت ا د 


candidate. Each segment: of the 
population; inspired by its iafor- 


` mation ‘and awareness of issles, 


will vote for a candidate of its 


executive official of the country. 


In fhis manner the people play the 
important role of deciding the fate 


candidate of their choice may be: 
avalyzed taking into consideration 
the three factors mentioned below: 

Continuation of Policies: Coa- 


tinvation of the construction pro- . 
` grams now underway as accepted 
` and authorized policy. These are 
well articulated in the First and 


sarily continue. No doubt, the con- 
tinuation of development and 
technical projects in progress up to 
their completion is among the cri- 
teria the people have set in select- 
ing their candidate. The people's 


criteria for choosing the’ next 


president. based on. policies he is 
Tkelj to adopt is his “executive 


conmpetency.”” This important cri-. 


teria may best be .presumed by 

going over.the rëcords of the can- 
didate’s activities. . 

ive Policies: Manner of 

‘ith justice, social welfare 

and economic development are 

important and relevant: factors 


which will be taker into account in 
selecting the incoming president. 


In this process, the nature of poli- 
cies towards implementation of the 
policy of social welfare and eco-’ 
nomic developinent should. be 


necessitates a regulation in the 
situation of social welfare, and ab- 
solute social welfare requires 
regulation in fhe trend of economic 
development, people are sensitive 


. to the manner of their caudidate’s'. - 


regulative policy. The required. 


deni cacûuipans o airy oF 


` Possible crises hitting the coumtry 
requires’ a kind of crisis manage 
ment requisite to the would-be . 


president. .Alhough survey of the 
records of the candidate hopeful 


can be useful n evaluating his | 
management efficiency, this factor’ 


is doubly sensitive and signifitant 


. in his capacity as president. . 


(Contd From Pg. 1 ` 


PAKISTANI. 


immediately j 
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No group 


Palestinians Agree to | Catholic Killed in 


U.S.-Brokered Talks 


E 
cus on Palestinian demands for & 
halt in construction of Jewish set- 
tlements in disputed East Bait-ul- 
Moqaddas and the West Bank 
before a full resumption of nego- 
tations, a condition which Israel 
has rejectéd. 

‘“The first step must be the halt 
of Israel’s unilateral actions, espe- 
cially all settlement activity,” be 
said. 

“If Ross thinks he can revive 


ment spokesman Moshe Fogel said 
there was “not yet a final d ion 
regarding the concept of the meet- 
ing.” 
Palestinians say the settlement 
on a hilltop called Har Homa by 
Israelis and Jebel abu Ghneim by 
Arabs is designed .to pre-empt 
their goal of making East Bait-ul- 
Moqaddas the capital of a future 
state. ۰ 


China coiiéê U.S. 


political influence on. other coun” 
tries to change their internal and 
systems,” it said. : 

“This is an act of hegemony as 
well as anı infringement upon other 
countries’ sovereignty,” it added. 

Since the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, China views the, United 


States as its major competitor for _ 


political control over Aşia in he 


21st century. 
. AFP} 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 
ISLAMIC... 


Ziyee-Far further expressed 
opposition of the Islamic Human 
Rights Commission with the clos~- 
ing down of Islamic schools in 
Turkey, branding it religious in- 
tolerance. 


The Islamic Human Rights . 


Commission also appealed to UN 
Human Rights Conunission to 
make Turkey implement Articles 
9, 12, 18, 19 and 21 of the Uni- 
versal Declaration of Human 


He further called on the Turk- 
ish Government to do its utmost to 
prevent interest groups from re- 
stricting freedom of speech. 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 


“The holding of maneuvers for 


testing the equipment to be bought 


„. from Israel is part of anı agree- 


ment. But these maneuvers have 
been postponed to the upcoming 


terranean sea this summer. 
Israel, Turkey an the United 
States agreed on the maneuvers 
during a visit by the deputy chief 
of the Turkish general staff to Is- 
rael last week. 
Several officials from Er- 


of Grand Conspiracy ) 


BEUING — China accused the 
United States Tuesday of a grand 
plot to destabilize the Beijing gov- 


*“*Human rights diplomacy is an 
important step in the realization of 
the United States” global strat- 
egy,” a signed editorial in the 
China Daily warmed. 

“Ft was directed at the former 
Soviet Union and East European 
countries, and after the collapse of 
the Soviet Union is directed 
ey at China,” the editorial 
sai 


It accused the United States of 
inventing “human rights diplo- 
macy’” in the late seventies to 
counter the Cold War power of the 
Soviet Union and to fight against 

“The United States exerts its 


GAZA CITY — The Palestinians 
agreed Tuesday to anı initiative by 
U.S. envoy Dermis Ross for the 
first direct talks with Israeli nego- 
tiators in two months, a top ad- 
viser to Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat said. 

In priuciple, the meeting 


draw up their delegation Tuesday 
evening for the meeting, for which 
the venue has not yet been set. 

Earlier on Tuesday reports said 
a U.S. imitiative to bring Israelis 
and Palestinians back to direct 
taiks for the first time iı two 
months ran into trouble Tuesday 
once more over the key dispute 
about Jewish settlements. 

U.S. envoy Dennis Ross has 
proposed an informal meeting be- 
tween the two sides” negotiators in 
a bid to get around a deadlock over 
Israeli settlement activity which 
has silenced negotiations since 
mid-March. 


After reports the two sides 
could meet as early as Tuesday at 
the residence of U.S. ambassador 
Martin Indyk, top Palestinian nıe- 
gotiator Saeb Erakat said Tuesday 
that Ross’ proposal had not yet 
been accepted. 


“Up to now nothing has crys- 
tallized for a three-way meeting 

. with the Americans, Israelis and 
the Palestinians," he told a news 


MOSCOW — Clashes be- 


December, a UN official said on 
Tuesday. 
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Iran Calls For 
Academic 
Cooperation With 
Turkmenisian 


By Our Correspondent 


ASHKHABAD — On the second 
leg of his two Central Asian nation 
tour, Turkmenistan, Irunian Presi- 
dent Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
called for academic cooperation 
between Iran and Turkmenistan 
here yesterday. 

Iran is ready to share ifs expe- 
riences with the Turkmen Repub- 
lic through their universities, the 

He stressed that Iran and Turk- 
meuistan back deep cooperation 
between the univérsities of the tWO 
countries. 

In a meeting with the professors 
and students of Makhtoum-Qoli 


. University in Ashkhabad, Presi- 


dent Rafsanjani said that two lan- 
guages of Farsi and Turkmen are 


expected to be further propagated 


Brawl in 
Israeli 
Labor Party 


TEL-AVIV — Former Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres battled his 
main rival in Israel's opposition 
Labor Party Tuesday in an effort 
to retain sone power after he step 
down #s the group’s leader in 


a meeting of Labor members in 
Tel-Aviv Tuesday as aides of he 
two men tried desperately to pre- 
vent a walkout by one camp or the 
other. 

After being defeated a year ago 
in national elections for prime 
minister by right-wing nationalist 
leader Benjamin Netanyahu, Peres 
announced that he would not seek 
reelection at a Labor Party con- 
gress in June. 


Israeli Ambassador to Jordan Resigns 


volved in such high-level meet- 


ings. 
Netanyahu spokesman Shai 
Bazsk told the radio the prime 
minister had informed Levy of the 
secret meeting with King Hussein 
and it was up to the ministry to 
update the ambassador. FF) 


boycotted government meetings 
for two weeks after Netanyahu 
visited Jordan without a repre- 
sentative from his ministry pre- 
sent. 

A subsequent agreement with 
Netanyahu stipulated that the For- 
eign Ministry would be more in- 


§. Korean Prosecutors Hunt Slash Money 
Hidden by President's Son 


far, amount to 12 billion won 
($13.5 million). 

The money included seven bil- 
lion won managed by Kim Ki- 
Sup, a former deputy head of the 
powerful intelligence agency, 
who laundered the money and en- 
trusted it to five mid-ranking 
business groups. 

Kim Ki-Sup was dismissed in 
March after coutroversy erupted 
over Hyun-Chul’s aHeged in- 
volvement in wrongdoings. 

The other five billion won was 
managed by a close associate, 
Lee Sung-Ho. (AFP) 


SEOUL — South Korean prose- 
cutors are focusing their investi 
gation of President Kim 
Young-Sam’"s son on how he had 
raised millions of dollars in slush 
money, they said Tuesday. 

“We have found a huge 
amount of slush money hidden by 
Kim Hyun-Chul but we have not 
yet determined what charges we 
should press against him,’ senior 
prosecutor Shim Jae-Ryun told 
journalists. 

Prosecutors officially con- 
firmed that Kim Hyun-Chul’s 
suspected finds, uncovered ‘so 


BAIT-UL-MOQADDAS — Is- 
rael"s ambassador to Jordan has 
quit after only a week on the job 
after he was not informed of secret 


. talks between Prime Minister Ben- 


jamin Netanyahu and Jordan's 
King Hussein, Israel radio re- 
ported Tuesday. 

The public radio said Oded 
Eran, who took up his post as 
Israel's second ambassador to Jor- 
dan on May 5, was on his way 
back to Bait-ul-Moqaddas. 

An official at the Foreign Min- 
istxy would not irımediately com 
ment on the report. 

According to the radio, Eran 
quit in protest after failing to be 
informed in advance of a secret 


night-îime meeting between Ne- 
tanyahu avd King Hussein at the 
Jordanian Red Sëa resort of Aqaba 
on ı hursday. 

Eran’s resignation followed a 
dispute last year between the 
prime minister's office and the 
Foreign Ministry regarding the 
oversight of diplomatic affairs, the 


. radio said. 


Foreign Minister David Levy 


1 
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PRI Risks Congress Majority 
in Mexican Race _ 


error was given. 

The midterm elections were ex- 
pected .to provide the toughest 
challenge yet to the PRI, which 
has ruled Mexico and held a ma- 
jority in Congress for 68 years. 

According to the pol, the rul- 
ing party is belaw the 42.2 percent 
threahold required for a majority. 
Three hıındred representatives are 
to be elected, with 200 other con= 
gressional seats awarded accord- 
ing to the votes the parties receive. 

The PRI is fighting to keep its 
congressional majority, fearing 
that an opposition-controlled con- 
gress would resist reform propos- 
als by president Emesto Zedillo. 

Reforma said the PRI's lead 
wes partly being eroded by the rise 
of small parties, which individu- 
ally account for a fraction of the 
vote but together ımustered 8.4 
percent in April, up from 5.1 per- 
cent in March, the poll said. 


nited States special envoy 


overnight talks with Arafat on 


building of a 
ul-Moqaddas. _ (AFP PHOTO) 


Taiwan Out of Political Crisis? 


k, (May 9): U 
Dennis Ross (R) and Palestinian President Yasser Arafat speak to 
the press after the two met Friday. Ross flew to Egypt May 10 


MEXICO CITY — Mexico's 
Party (PRI) is abhesd in voter 
preferences for the July 6 
congressional elections, but its 
majority is in jeopardy, a poll 
published on Sunday said. 

The poll for the Reforma and El 
Norte newspapers showed that, 
excluding undecided voters, the 
PRI's lead shrank to 39.8 percent 
in April from 42.3 percent in 
March, while support for the Con- 
servative National Action Party 
rose to 32.5 percent from 30.7 


The leftist party of the Demo- 
cratic Revolution (PRD) was trail- 
ing. Its support, excluding 
unğecided voters, fell to 19.3 per- 
cent in April from 21.7 percent in 
March. 


The poll was carried out among 
1,125 voters nationwide between 
April 25 and May 2. No margin of 


3 


RAMALLAH, West Ban 


after making no progress in 


reviving frozen Israeli-Palestintan talks which are ed 
nearly two months of crisis over Israel's و‎ 
housing project in Arab East Bait- 


History 


selşçtion committee to choose first 
post-colonial chief executive and 
provisional legislature. 

December 11, 1996 - Selection 
committee picks shipping Mag- 
nate Tung Chee-Hwa as chief ex- 
eçutive-designale, 

December 21, 1996 - Selection 


committee picks 60 member pro- 
visiornal legislature. Includes 10 
politicians defeated in 1995 polls. 

January 25 - Provisional legis- 
lature holds first meeting in Shen- 
zhen, China to avoid legal 
chalienge from Hong Kong Demo- 
crats who argue its activities are 
unconstitutional, 

February 19 - Hong Kong 
shrugs off death of Chinese Leader 
Deng Xiaoping with barely a rip- 
ple, markets unaffected. 

March 12 - Hong Kong unveils 
first annual budget drawn up 
jointly with China, for year strad- 
dling Bandover, with no major 
changes to traditional cautious, 
conservative fiscal policies. 

April 11 - Britain closes HMS 
Tamar naval base on Stonecutter’'s 
island in major stage of military 
withdrawal. 

April 21 - First Chinese troops 
enter Hong Kong as 40-strong ad- 
vance guard of PLA moves in to 
prepare garrison facilities for mid- 
night June 30 handover. (Reuter) 


Can Lee Leacl 


percent, compared with a peak of 
89 percent when he was sworn in 
for his first six-year term mı May 
1990. 

The unexpected political crisis 
is among the toughest Lee has 
faced since he took over in 1988 
on the death of President Chiang 
Ching-Kuo. 

In Taiwan's first public presi- 
dential and vice-presidential race 
last year Lee and Lien beat the 
other candidates, amid a series of 
Chinese military drills and exer- 
cises n waters near the island 
clearly intended to intimidate vot- 
ers. 


‘China has warned Lee and 
other Taiwan politicians not to 
pursue formal independence for 
the island, and has vowed to attack 
should it ever declare itself inde- 


Lee has been slow to react to 
calls for a changes in the goverm- 
ment. 

However, three ministers have 
already tendered their resigna- 
tions. Interior Minister Lin Feng- 
Cheng, responsible for law and 
order, tendered his last Thursday, 
saying he hoped his departure 
would relieve some of the prèssurê 
on his cabinet colleagues. 

Tjiu Mau-Ying, chairman of 
the Council of Agriculture. also 
tetdered his resignation verbally 
the same day. Chiu has been under 
pressure to rzsign since March 
wher an outbreak of fon: aad 
mouth disease on the islanû led to 
the siaughter o7 mare than three 
million pigs. FP) 


The march was prompted by 
the kidnap and killing last month 
of Pai Hsiao-Yen, the 17-year-old 
daughter of popular Taiwanese 
TV star Pai Ping-Ping. The brutal 
killing of the teenager has shocked 
the entire island. 

“We speak from the bottom of 
our hearts. We cannot stand it any 
more,” said demonstrator Lai 
Feng-Wen, who works for the 
Formosa Plastics Corp., and 
joined the 50,000-strong march to- 
gether with his wife and two chil- 
dren. 

On Friday opposition parties 
failed to pass a no-confidence mOo- 
tion. They are unhappy that the 
premier has stayed on after Lee 
refused to accept his resignation. 

The opposition further claims 
that under Taiwan's constitution 
Lien cannot hold both the posts of 
premier aod vice-president at the 
same time, as he does at present. 

The 130 civic groups who dem- 
onstrated n Taipei on May 4 have 
vowed to take to the streets again 
on May 18 and hold a sit-in outside 
the presidential office on May 24 
if their demand for Lien’s depar- 
ture is not met. 

Opinion polls have shown the 
government's popoularity plum- 
meting since the kidnappmg. 

Lien’'s approval rating pluoged 
to only 30 percent after the kidnap 
victim's mutilated body was 
found. Half of the 865 respondents 
to the poll in the mass-circulation 
Unired Daily News said he should 
resign. 

Lee's approval rating was 48 


TAIPEI — Public anger sparked 


` by the murder of the teenage 


daughter of a popular TV actress 
has created an unexpected political 
crisis for Taiwanese President Lee 
Teng-Hui. 


LEE 


Barely a year after becoming 
the first democratically elected 
head of state in the Chinese world, 
Lee has ordered premier Lien 
Chan to resluffle his cabinet in a 
bid to defuse widespread anger 
over rising crime. 

On Tuesday the ruling Kuomin- 
tang, which holds a wafer-thin 
four-seat majority m the 164 seat 
parliament, faces its second confi- 
dence vote in less than a week. 

Last week Lee rejected an offer 
from Lien to resign, made after 
50,000 protesters took to the 
streets of Taipei on May 4 de- 
manding the prermier’s departure, 
to take responsibility for the situ- 
ation. 
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Jy Events in Hong Kong’s‏ 


1990 - China promulgates tha 
bysic law, Hong Kong's post-]997 
,Sonstiryrion. 

1993 - Chris Patten, former 
Parfy çhqjrman of Britain's ruling 
Conservatives, becomes governor 
of Hong Kong. Patten launches 
electoral reforms. China de- 


TE 


nounces the move. Relations be- 
tween the two countries plummet. 

1993 - China sets up a Prelimi- 
nary Working Committee (PWC) 
to shape Hong Kong's first post- 
1997 administration, 

1995 - [n September, Hong 
Kong holds its most representative 
legislative elections to date under 
the auspices of the Patten reforms. 
Democrats take 70 percent of the 
direct vote. 

1996 - China sels up the pre- 
paratory committee replacing the 
PWC, to overset Hong Kong’s 
transition in line with the basic law 
and decisions of China's Parlia- 
ment, 

March, 1996 - British Prime 
Minister John Major visits tbe col- 
ony and says “Hong Kong will 
never walk alone”. Pledges Brit- 
ain will fight for 1984 treaty to be 
respected by China. 

November 1996 - China forms 


Nisoping rereives Hong Kong 
Govermer Sif Murry MeLehose 
iR Beijing in March, Problems 
Based by the end ef the lease in 


` 1997 gre raised Peng says Hong 


Kong cag fest at ease, 
1982 > Margaret Thatcher visits 
Beijing. . Peng refuşes request for 


2 .` DENG 
continued British administration 
of Hong Kong aftèr 1997, but he 
agrees to Open negotiations On 


1983 - Britain and Chima begin 
negotiations on Hong Kong. 

1984 - British Prime Minister 
Margarët Thatcher and China's 
Premier Zhao Ziyang sign the 
joint declaration in Beijing on De- 
cember 19, requirîng Britsin to 
transfer sovereignty of the colony 
to China at midnight June: 30, 
1997. China pledges to grant Hong 
Kong a “high degree of auton- 
omy" and permits it to retain its 
capitalist system for 50 years after 
1997. 3 

1989 - Military crackdown on 
democracy movement in Beijing"s 


` Tiananmen Square with heavy loss 


of Hfe. In Hong Kong a million 


„people join protests. Relations 


with Beijing deteriorate. 


Aug 29, 1842 - Treaty of Nank-' 


is 4 chronology of major events 
şinee the colenizatien ef Heng 
Kong by Britain. : ْ 
1840-42 » First Anglo-Chinese 
. “Qpium’" War. Vijcteripus British 
wrest Hong Kong from China 
Jan 26, 1841 > British troops 


occupy Hong Kong 


ing recognizes and confirms Brit- 

June 26, 1843 - Hong Kong is 
proclaimed crown colony, and Sir 
Henry Pottinger becomes its first 
governor. 

1860 - Convention of Peking 
cedes Kowloon Peninsula across 
from Hong Kong island to Britain 
after second Anglo-Chinesı 
Opium War of 1856-58. : 

1898 - China leases rural new 
territories area and 235 outiying 
islands to Britain for 99 years. 

1911 - Revolution ovërthrows 
China's imperial Qing Dynasty. 

1941-1945 - Japanese «military 
occupation of Hong Kong 

1949 - Mao Zedong proclaims 
the People’s Republic of China. 

1972 - Britain and China estab- 
lish diplomatic relations. 
°` 1979 - Chimesé leader Deng 


Returned Fımily of Bout People Siruggles for 
`. [entity in Vieînam 


ship Welder, sold their home for 


cape Vietnam. Hung became es- 
tranged from his parents and 
friends. For many who stayed be- 
hind and lived through the hyper- 
of the 1980s, those who fled were 
little better than rats jumping ship. 

““Our neighbors were kind for 
the first few days,’ Hien said of 
their return. ““But they don"t want 
to get too involved.” 

Tuan, who has worked with 
returning boat people for years, 
said the goverment officially wel- 
comes refırmees and tries to dis- 
courage discrimination. But it 
can’t enforce social norms, he 
added. ّ 
Given a choice, employers 

aren’t gong to hire people who 

fled, he said. : 

In a spartan reception room 
overseen by a bust of the late com- 
mıunist leader Ho Chi Minh, Hien 
visited Tuan to seek his guidance 
through the bureaucratic maze. 
She was clearly wasting her time. 
Tuan gave a sympathetic chuckle 
and shrugged off Hien’s request 
for help without a word. 

For 42-year-old Hung, home- 
less and penniless, the one consOo- 
lation is his mother’s forgiveness. 

“I was angry when they left," 
said Dang Thi Than, 66. “But you 
can't stay mad at your own chil 

.„ dren. They need help now." 
(a) 


` Hung spends bis days pleading 
with local officials to sort out the 
red tape for getting his name cor- 
rected so he canı begin rebuilding 
his life. 

‘“Thére are limits to what we 
can do,’ said Tran Tuan, a local 
Haiphong People’s Committee of- 
ficial who works with returning 
boat people. ‘“We have no regula- 
tions to deal with this problem.’ 

The family’s return was part of 
a huge UN-led effort to resolve the 
boat people saga, and was based 
on Vietnam's promise to help the 
retumees adjust to their new lives 
without persecution. 

Hien hasn’t been persecüted. 
But life as.a non-person, cooped 
up with 14 relatives in a storefront 
home, isn’t easy. 

*‘I have this sadness about fail- 
ing to reach my dreams, '” she said. 
““But the day-to-day worries of life 
here push the sadness down.” 

` Her 2-year-old son perched on. 
her lap, Hien fumbled nervously 
for a cup of tea and sank back on 
a rotting wood plank that serves by 


` night as bed, couch by day. She 
wore an oversized red-and-black’ 


jacket. Her brown, downturned 
eyes gave her a melancholy air. 

*‘J’m still very confused, "° said 
Hien, 34. “I'm not sure how 
things are going to go. It looks like 
it's going to be very difficult.” 

Hien's ordéal begaa in Febru- 
ary 1988, during the time when 
hurdreds of thousands of Viet- 
namese were fleeing their country 
by boat fo escape a looming ecû- 
nomic collapse. 

Her husband, an out-of-work 


HAIPHONG, Vietnam — Nine 
years ago, Nguyen Thi Hien and 
her family were boat people lost in 
the South China Sea. Now they’re 
adrift in a ses of paperwork. 
They’re back in Vietnam with 
less than the Little they fled with — 
not even their names. A bureat- 
crat’s misspelling of a name when 
they returned has obliterated them. 
from the communist government’s 
all-impartant registry. 
Hien, her husband Hoang Duc 
` Hung. and their three children 


came back to Vietnam six weeks . 


ago, their dream of asylum in the 
West having died in a Hong Kong 


utes after Vietnam airlines flight’ 


7911 brought them and more than 
110 other boat people to Hanoi on 
March 21. 

. Hung’s name was misspelled 
when the Interior Ministry regis~ 
tered him, and the family became 
lost in Viensm’s byzantine bu- 
Teaucratic machine. Becmuse of the 
mistake, Hung canmot get back the 
identity papers that al Vietnamese 
must carry. 

Without the papers, Hung and 
Hien can"t get a job, they can’t rent 
a house, can’t put their children in 
school. Camped in Hien’s 
mother’s two-room home in the 
industrial. port city of Haiphong, 
they’re as idle. today as they were 
for nine years in the Hong Kong 
camp. 

“Ali we want is to integrate 
into normal Iife, but it isn't that 
easy," Hien said. ““In my head all 
1 can think of is a bome.’ 


Makes e ETT TT eem 
CALTANISETTA, Sicily — Ai suspected Mafioss sentenced to 
` sigh years iu juil and on hi ren for trac has offered te tirs 
grim E E Ear : 
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Mandela and 
Mobutu Await 
Kabila 


hee His Doral ae Bn BERS mins mak o BE ES 2> 
Salk ta hii femély aa soon an he returned hore: ` fender. 


British Parliament Blocks 
` Sinn Fein Office Plans 


POINTE NOIRE, Congo —Î Lone ei grea î ` bilities as meiabers," 
wing of ihe IRA, were barred ` She gave Adams anã MicGuin- 

yesterday from. opening a repre sa oak o ig oir ê 

sentative office iı Britain's: Par. `` o e e an 

liament, to which they were , SWearing an on 0 

elected on May 1L. 1 : required ımdèr an 1868 act i = 

Honan of Cormier member was :to take his or her 


8 . Irish Nationalist Party, and chief 
` negotijor ` Martin: ‘MoGüioniess 
‘could only’ tse: thé facilities’ of 


for some private schools. . 


STÎ Lankan Troops Seize 


Tamil Rebel Town 


Feb ag iT 


troops yesterday captured a from the town. 


aimed at seizing a strategic high- 
way, leaving 19 people dead, 
military sources said. 


lapınesê | 
7. some 27,000. +of. 47,000 U.S. 


of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) since eve of the 25th anniversary of la partial, e iortt agir ;, riops in Japan, as well as. three 
1990. The military said troops Okinawa's return to Japan, after lation that allows U:S.. forces to . ra EE 


27 years of post-war rule by the 
U.S. military.  . 


in Vavurniya, 254 kilometers (158 
miles) north of Colombo, said the 
army was raining long-range 


China Hands 
„Hijack Suspeci 
Over i0 Taiwan 


of U.S. a e GU aî Ek e f Ê LE Mia E 


part of a three day peace march. Over 500 prchtiers, caz uf ieeê ruje, tage 
ahead of the 25th anniversary this week of the and of 


اسن یچ یی سرد سی سر س ا 


سو یہ ہہ ج 


TEHRAN TIMES 


` COLOMBO — Sri Lankan 


swallowed a gold 


tion law, and one on a ban on all 
tobacco advertising. 

True to his campaign promise, 
Blair said in the speech: “The 
education of young people will be 
my government's first prior- 
ity...to raise standards în schools, 


Fraridmother Swallows Stolen Gold to Shoid Arrest 


HONG KONG —4 addict grandmother. 
Rm Rapelje areng ar herc eT 


prehkended by tha staff membar, then pleaded with him to lat 
Emane alt grennglen. O kr her 
18-month-old grandaugkter. 


ial to avoid arrest. 


Queen’s Speech Sets Out Tony Blair’s 
“One Nation” Ideal 


LONDON — Prime Minister 
Tony Biair put his mark on Brit- 
ain yesterday with a program of 


broad legislative reform in the . 


first queen’s speech to Parliament 

written by a Labour leader in 18 

years. 
Queen Elizabeth II's ritual 


speech, steeped in the pomp and 


ceremony of Medieval times, out 


- lined goverment bills targeting 


education and crime, health care 
and gun control, human rights 
and youth 

Blair, who wrote the speech 
read by the queen, said in it, “my 
government intends to govern for 
the benefit of the whole nation.” 

The speech contained 22 spe- 
cific measures for the ensuing 17- 
mouth legislative calendar, plus 
four optional bills if time allows, 
and three “white papers,” or 
studies. Those inchde one on 4 
U.S.-style freedom of informa- 


BEIJING, China (May 13): Policemen block the western entrance 
to the Forbidden City acrass from Zhong Shan Park in Beijing after 
an explosion jolted the park. According to some local residents 
the blast was caused by a person rigged with explosive with the 


FHOTO) 


border guard officials. 

Police and border guards were 
part of the eight sentenced to 
death. 

A Foreign Ministry official 
told Reuters the sentencing re- 
flected the government's deter- 
mination to deal strictly with a 
growing scourge of drugs flowing 
into and through Vieham from 
Asia's narcotics-producing goki- 
en triangle region. (Reuter) 


HANOI — A court in the Viet- 
people to death yesterday, and 
imposed a range of jail terms on 
others at the end of the Commu- 
nist coumtry’s biggest drugs trial, 
a goverment official said. 
Among those found guilty of 


involvement in a trafficking ring; 


which is said to have flooded’ Vi- 
etnam with several hundred kilos 
of heroin, were 11 police and 
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Life into Pan-Hmerican Free Trade 


among the small but numerous 
Central American and Caribbean 
states, 

With Brazil and tbe United 
States facing off, the mipister’s 
meeting is expected to be “quite 
contentious, ’” O’ Keefe said. 

Reaching agreement on the 
FTAA will be quite an 
undertaking, given the 

"5s wide economic and 
social disparities. 

° The United States alone 
accounted for 76 percent of the 
hemisphere’s gross domestic 
product last year. Canada and 
Brazil tied for a. distant second 
with seven percent each, while 
Mexico's GDP accounted for four 
percent and Argentina three 


Mobutu’s 
Wealth Was 
$4 Billion tin 

1980s 


LONDON — Zairean leader 
Mobutu Sese Seko amassed a for- 
tne which attained $4 billion in 
the mid 1980s and was mainly 
derived from “looted aid”, the Fi- 
nancial Times daily said. 

`` “Much of the fortune has been 
spent as the ailing dictator has 
attempted to prop up his regime,” 
the paper said. 

The FT listed at least 20 
properties owned by Mobutu or by 
members of his entourage which it 
said were worth a total of £23 
million ($36 million). 

The paper said it had been told 
by officials of the U.S. Treasury 
and the International Mouetary 
Fund that Mobutu’s fortune in the 
middle of the 1980s had been 
estimated at $4 billion. AFP) 


region. 

Ji the past year, trade missions 
from Canada, Britain, France, 
Germany, Japan and South Korea 
have visited Argentina, Brazil and 
Chile — South America’s most 
economically dynamic countries. 

The European Union is taiking 
about free trade with the Southern 
Cone Common Market 
(MERCOSUR), grouping 
Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and 
Uruguay. 

The EU already is the 
MERCOSUR'’s biggest trading 
partner anû its main source of 
direct foreign invesment. 

‘European interest is the fire 
under the can of the U.S. to start 
gètting more active,” Thomas 
o’Keefe, head of the 
Washington-based MERCOSUR 
Consulting Group told AFP. 

While O’Keefe said be thought 
EU-MERCOSUR free trade was 
still a pipedream, “It does serve to 
underscore that Latin America 
does have other optioas.’” 


MERCOSUR — and especially 
Brazil — has been vocal in its 
criticism of the apparent U.S. 
indifference, while at the same 
time raising its profile as a 
candidate to lead the FTAA 


process. 

At this week's meeting Brazil 
will propose a three-stage 
negotiation process that would not 
touch the main issue of tariff 
reductions until 2003, just two 
years before the FTAA deadline. 

The Brazilian position “casts 
some doubts as to how serious 
Brazil is about keeping with this 
deadline,” O'Keefe said. 

The United States, on the other 
hand, is pressing for full 
negotiations to begin next year and 
Clinton gained support for the 
U.S. position on his tour last week 


BELO HORIZONTE, Brazil — 
U.S. President Bill Clinton’s Latin 
American trip last week breathed 
new life into plans to create 2 
Pan-American megamatket, but 
the 34 countries involved are a 
long way from agreeing how to go 
about it. 

The renewed U.S. trade 
offensive in the region came ahead 
of a crucial meeting in this 
the structure of the negotiations 
for the Free Trade Area of the 
Americas (FTAA) is expected to 
be set. 

Nesrîy three years ago at & 
meeting in Miami, the leaders of 


of negotiating the hemispheric 
agreement by 2005. 

The idea is ta knock down trade 
barriers from Alaska to Tierra Del 
Fuego, creating a market of 764 
million consumers with anı average 
per capita mcome of $10,540. 

But since the Miami summit, 
U.S. interest has lagged — largely 
due to domestic problems — while 
subregional trade pacts in Latin 
America have gained strength. 

Already more than 53 percent 
of exports from the Americas stay 
im the hemisphere, thanks in large 
part to those trading blocs, 

Jing to the I 
Development Bank (IDB). 

Europe and Asia have started to 
move in on what Washington has 
historically considered its 


‘backyard. 

But U.S. Commerce Secretary 
Wiliam Daley — due here later 
this week — set out on a Latin 
American tour Saturday to “send 
a clear message” to Europe and 
Asia that Washington would not 
leave them an open field in the 


PACE § econonny 


TOKYO, , Japan (May 12): Figures of a board flash 118.20 yen against the US. dollar during the morning 
session at a foreign money brokerage in Tokyo. The dollar was off lows against the yen in the morning 
in Tokyo on soothing comments by Japanese Finance Minister Hiroshi Mitsuzuka, after dropping to 


(AFP PHOTO) 
average rose 142.02 points, or 
0.71 percent, to 20,285.53 points 
at the end of the morning session. 
On Monday, the average rose 
340.73 points, or 1.72 percent. 

The Tokyo stock price index of 
all issues listed oxnı the first section 
was up 14.88 points, or 0.99 
percent, to 1,508.33. The topix 
closed up 15.41 points, or 1.04 
percent Monday. 

The solid performance on Wall 
Street as well as a rise in nikkei 
futures prices on the Chicago 
mercantile exchange boosted 
Tokyo shares, traders said. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average gained 123.22 points to 
close Monday at 7,292.75, above 
last Tuesday’s record close at 
7,225.32. 

The Benchmark No. 182 
10-year Japanese governıment 
bond was quoted at 102.95 yen, up 
from Monday’s 102.81-yen close. 
Its yield, which moves in the 
opposite direction, was at 2.570 
percent, down from 2.590 
percent. 


‘intervene to stem the dollar's 
further advance. 


Although Mitsuzuka later 
retracted his remark, he initially 
said he was content with the 
market’s reaction to the G-7 


“It's getting there,’ 
Mitsuzuka told reporters 

He later added he was “not 
going to say.if Fm content or not, 
or if it is enough or not enough.’" 

Ir a separate news conference, 
Japan’s Trade Minister Shinji Sato 
said it was too carly to judge what 
impact the rise and fall of. the 
dollar may have on trade. 

A higher yen makes Japanese 
exports more expensive abroad 


„ U.S. officials have warned 
against renewed rises in Japan's 
trade sgrplus. In the past, 
. American officials have favored a 


` stronger yen as a way of reducing 


Japan’s tradè surplus. 

. Th morning stock trading, sbare 
prices rose on aririge ake 
buying. 

The 225-iseme nîkkei stock 


. 117.50 earlier in 


TOKYO — The U.S. dollar. 


E mga uP 
0.51 yer from late Monday in 
Tokyo and also above its late New 
York trading of 119.30 yen 


On Monday, the dollar fell as 
low as 117.50 yen in Tokyo, the 
lowest since Jan. 22, falling nearly 
9 yen for the past week. It later 
rebounded slightly by supportive 
comments. by senior Japanese 
officials. 

Finance "Minister Hiroshi 
Mitsuzuka said ‘Tuesday that the 
foreign-exchsige market was 


' matching-fhe objectives 


set by’ the Group of Seven 
industrialized 


vations last.month.. . 


Af a meeting in Washinğton, 


finauce ministers from the G-7 — .: 


the United States, Japan, Britain, 
France, Canada; Italy: and 
Germany - hinted .they would 


Lebanon Industry Seeks Government Support 


The imported tiles are currently 
selling at our prices or lower 
prices while we are providing 
higher quality, he added. 

Need for Breathing 


Space 

Sarraf said Lebanon’s civil war 
created a negative investment en- 
vironment. Industrialists have 
some support from the govermn- 
ment, but not enough. 

Al least, let's fix a date until the 
year 2,000. Let's be safe until 
then. We should not forget the 17 
years of war. There is no other 
way to develop, Sarraf said. 

He said Lebanon's trade agree- 
ments with Arab countries like 
Syria and Egypt dated back to 
1953. The latest trade agreement 
with Saudi Arabia was signed in 


eek) Sarraf said plans for 
an industrial park, the reduction of 
custom duties on some imported 
raw material, and the goverm- 
ment’s decision to pay 5% out of 


the 12% interest on industrial 
loans were signs of a changing 


Figures for real gross domestic 
product are not available, so an 
accurate assessment of imdustry’s 


contribution i is not available. 
ustrialists believe the gov- 


has traditionally under-‏ ا 
mined the potential of the‏ 
imdustrial sector and disregarded it‏ 
as a serious contibutor for real‏ 
economic growth.‏ 

Traders have been more successful 
IT 
government, Bri sail. _ (Rruter) 


Uniceramic, the Middle East’s 
biggest ceramic floor tiles maufac- 
turer and Lebanon's only tile 
manufacturer, broke even in 1996 
with export sales worth 6 million 


and locaî sales at 3 million. 

The government should in- 
crease custom duties on imported 
tiles for a maximum period of two 
to threê years and initiate a serious 
body to control quality of knported 
goods Bridi said. 


preparing a plar to encourage for- 
eign investment. 

However, in the current ab- 
sence of a comprehensive govem- 
ment policy, ler industri 


have been forced to take tough 
measures to protect their business. 
In order to re-engineer our situ- 
ation, we decided to temporarily 
shut one of our two kilns, Bemard 
Bridi, marketing consultant at 
Uniceramic told Reuters. 


halt from October 1 the iraport of 
agricultural products that can be 
horne-grown in an attempt to boost 
industry. 


First Steps to Growth 


Prime Minister Rafik al-Hariri 
said the decision was the first step 
in a plan aimed at stimulating 
growth and activating the econ- 
omy. He said the government waş 


Industrial exports increased by 
9.9%. Textiles, paper, jewels, 
mechanical appliances and vegeta- 
ble products were at the top of the 
list of Lebanon's 1996 exports 
worth a total of 1,018 million, 
which had increased from 1995°s 
324 million. 

Industrialists said that high 
costs of production stemmed frora 
high land prices in the absence of 
industrial zoning, high energy 


Agro-industrialists, rınning an 
800 million business, blame the 
recent fall in their exports on in- 
flated costs and the government’s 
erratic decisions. 


Risks for Food Exports 
Food exports fell to 200 million 
in 1996 fron an annua] 260 million 
before 1990, the head of the Agro- 
Industrialists Union Atef Idriss 
told Reuters. 
` ` Tdrîss said the government has 


` been allocating 60 million annu- 


ally to subsidize the tobacco and 
sugar beet industry tuming agri- 
culture into a virtual monoculture 
and causing a hyperinflation in the 
agricultural sector. : 
Unfortunately lebanese policy 
makers have not been able to trans” 
„late their support to the agro-inr- 
‘dustrial sector. They were unable 
to establish a long term growth-in- 


` ducing environment. 


Instead erratic decisions are 


` ërippling our foods wmdustry, he 


added. 
The government has decided to 


BEIRUT — Lebanese 
industrialists are seeking radical 
new government policies to boost 
productivity and alter Lebanoo’s 
traditional image as a gervice- 
oriented economy. 


e a 


recent growth, is operating at only 
about 30% of total capacity, ac- 
cording to the bead of the Leba- 
nese Industrialist Union, Jack 

Lebanon is a satellite. We oc- 
cupy ari. important geopolitical 
spot, making lebanon a satellite 
for at least 80 million consumers 
in the region, ‘he said. 

We need developed industry 


which can be an peine for 


growth. 

Tndustrialists say ا"‎ a comr- 
prehensive policy able to assess 
fhe comparative advantages of dif- 
ferent sectors will boost produc- 
tivity. 

Despite the fact .that in two 
years we have doubled our export 
figures, we are still far from our 
return on investment, Sarraf said. 

Growth, ‘But Not 


Enough 

The sector employs more than 
200,000, about 12% of the coun- 
try’s total labor force. It expanded 
in 1996 with the establishment of 
459 new factories, bringing the 
total to 7,520. . . 

„ Imports of industrial machinery 
rûse 6.7% n 1996 to 314 million 
and bank credit to industry rase by 
25% to comprise 13% of total 
bank credit. 
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that ou. the occasion of the battle 
of Ubud, when I was dejected 
because of number of Muslims had 
been killed and I had been 
deprived of shahadaf, he consoled 
meê, saying that I would attain 
shahadar in the future. The 
Prophet affirmed it, and asked me 
whether I would observe patience _ 
at that time. I said that it would be 
an occasion for being thankful to 
God, not for merely being patient. 
Then the Prophet gave me some 
details of tbe events of come. This 
is what we mean by the longing for 
shahadar. 


{To be Contd.) 


٠ :‏ اوالتاس عبيد اليا والديْن لع على السنتهم 


"People have become slaves of wordly 
things and religion has become a matter 
to be licked over their lips." 


Imam Hussein AS). 


THE 
ASHURA 
UPRISING 


Hazrat Imam Hussein (AS) rose against Yazid and 
perhaps he was sure he could not overthrow the mon- 
archy of Yazid, it is narrated that the Imam (AS) was 
aware of this and yet, he rose knowing he had to fight 
a despotic, cruel regime even if he has to give hîs life. 
So, he did rise, sacrifice lives, killed a good many and 
was slain himself, 


IMAM HUSSEIN IBN ALI (AS) 


Part 6 


RB Qoranic exegesists and scholars say that this noble verse 
was revealed when the Christians of the city of Najran agreed 
with the Messenger of Allah (S) to pray to Allah to destroy the party 
which stuck to falsehood. As agreed, and on time, the Holy Prophet 
(S) went out to the place chosen for the contest. He carried Imam 
Hussein (AS) and took Imam Hassan (AS) by the hand. Fatimah 
followed behind while Imam Ali walked în their wake. “Say ‘Amen’ 
af the end of my prayer,” the Holy Prophet (S) told them, But, upon 
seeing those brilliant faces filled with piety and: grandeur, the 
Christians stopped short of entering the cohtest. They recognized 
the Prophet's authority, and paid the tribute. 

The noble verse called Hassan and Hussein “our sons,” men 
tioned the Prophet Muhammad (S), and referred to Afi as “ourselves” 
and Fatimah as “our women.” She symbolizes the whole of woman- 
kind in this verse. Had there been other people who had higher 
status than these people, the Holy Prophet (S) certainly would have 
brought them along with him. : 

3. Verse of Affection (Mawada): 

®. say: “I do not ask you for any payment for my preaching to 
you, except the love for my relatives...” ` Holy Qoran (223) 

The Qoranic exegesists state that this verse was revealed concer 
ing Alî, Fatimah, Hassan and Hussein (AS). 

Jabir bîin Abdullah is reported to have said: “A bedouin came to thE 
Holy Prophet (S) and said, ‘O Muhammad introduce me to kr Î 

“You should bear witness,’ replied the Messenger of Allah (5) hal | Rx, 
there is no god but Allah, Who šs the only Cod, Wha has no parte" 
whatsoever, and that Muhammad is His Servant and Messenger: 

9 you ask for recompense in return?’ asked the bedouin. Nor’ 
said the Prophet (S), “except that you should love the relatives’ 

“Mine or yours?” inquired the man. 0 

“Mine,” said the Holy Prophet (S). ha 

“Hold out your hand,’ said the bêdouin. “1 give you my pledge |i 
allegiance. My Allah curse whoever doesi't İiove you or your kin 
Amen,’ said the Messenger of Allah (S).” (To be Contd.) 


hadith reports the Prophet as 
having said that a sahid would not 
be interrogated in his grave. The 
Prophet said that the flash qf the 
sword over his head was envngh 
of test. The fidelity of a shakid, 
having once been proved, need not 
be questioned further. 

In the early days of Islam, 
many Muslims had a special spirit, 
which may be called the spirit of 
longing for shahadat. Imam Ali 
(AS) was the most prominent of 
such people. He himself says, 
‘When the ayak was revealed : 
‘Do men think that they will be let 
off, because they say, We believe, 
and will not be tested with 
affliction?’ (29:2), 1 asked the 
Prophet about it. I kuew that as 
long as he was alive the Muslims 
would nat be subject to an ordeal. 
The Prophet said that after him, a 
civil strife would break out among 


` Tehran Times 


and helplessness. The aoble 
Prophet has said, “All good lies iu 
the sword and under the shadow of 
the sword.” He has also said, 
“God has honored my followers 
because of the hoofs of their horses 
and the position of their arrows.” 
This means that the Muslim 
community is a community of 
power and force. Islam is a 
religion of power. It produces 
mujahidin. Will Durant, in bis 
book, The _Story of Civilkarion, 
says that no religion has called its 
followers to power to the extent 
that Islam has. According to 
another hadith, the noble Propbet 
has been quoted as having said, 
“He who did not fight and did not 
even think of fighting will die the 
death of a sort of hypocrite.” 
Jihad, or at least a desire to» take 
part in it, is an integral part of the 
dactrine of Islam. One’s fidelity to 
Islam is judged by it. Another 


equipped with the spirit of jihad is 
not vulnerable to enemy assaults. 
Jihad is the reliable shield of God. 
The armor is the defensive 
covering worn during fighting, but 
the shield is a tool taken in hand to 
foil the enemy’s strokes and 
thrusts. A shield is meant to 
prevent a blow, and armor is 
meant to neutralize its effect. 
Apparently, Imam Ali (AS) has 
compared jihad both to armor and 
to a shield because some forms of 
it have a preventive nature and 
prevent the onslaught of the 
enemy, while other forms of jihad 
bave a resistive nature and render 
enemy attacks ineffective. 

God will clothe with a garment 
of humiliation a person who 
refrains from jihad because he 
dislikes it. The people who lose 
te spirit of fighting and resisting 
the forces of evil are doomed to 
humiliation, disgrace, bad-luck 


2 2 
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. Jihad is the impenetrable armor 
of God. A Muslim community 


Before Karbala 


trîbe, such as the Bani Umayya or 
Bani Abbas. 

A lot of the key events that lead 
up to (and including) Karbala have 
to be interpreted and understood in 
this light — as conflicts between 
those who wanted to retain the 
concept of a theocratic Islamic 
world with all Muslims equal, and 
those who wanted to create an 
empire with a few amassing 
wealth and living in huxury. 

Siffin and the Kharijite 
Revolt 


Things carne to a head in 35 AH 
(656 AD); a mob from Kufa, 
Basra and Egypt, disenchanted by 
the economic disequilibrium 
upon Medina, blaming Uthman. 


` Members of the tribe of Quraish 


did take measures to prevent 
things from getting out of hand; 
for example, Hazrat Ali (AS) sent 
Hazrat Hassan (AS) and Hazrat 
Hussein (AS) to guard the caliphs 
house. But the mob, incited by a 
few unruly elements, got out of 
control and in the ensuing scuffle, 
the third caliph was murdered. 
Worldly Desires 

Now the people of Medina, 
shocked by what had happened, 
lookêd to Hazrat Ali (AS), 


pressing him tO accept the 
caliphate. {To be Contd.) 


benefited from the change of 
government. Thus, for example, 
the Syrian population was divided 
into two Christian sects — a 
majority of Nestorians (a sect now 
extinct) ruled and persecuted by a 
minority of Catholics; to the 
Muslims, however, both sects 
were Christians, and therefore, 
People of the Book, to be treated 
fairly and without any 
persecutiou. Likewise, the 
peasantry of the old Sassanid 
empire, though it now had to pay 
jcaiya, found itself relieved of the 
Persecution of the feudal Sassanid 
overlords. 


False Acceptance 


Rather, and this is very 
ironical, it was the Muslims who 
were threatened by these worldly 
victories — though many did not 
realize it immediately. After the 
fall of Mecca to the troops of the 
Prophet (S), in 630 AD, there 
were many who had norainally 
accepted Islam, because everyone 
else around them had; but their 
acceptance had never been 
genuine. Now, within the space of 
a few years, these people realized 
that Islam could be used to acquirê 
worldly, materialistic, political 
power and wealth — ig other 
words, the [slarreic world could De 
turned into an Arab empire, or an 
empire of a particular clan or 


E 


moved against the Byzantine 
empire; after a series of 
skirmishes, a decisive battle, 
fought in 636 AD at Yarmouk (in 
Palestine today), resulted in a 
decisive victory for the Islamic 
forces. Syria and Palestine feel 
under Muslim control, with Egypt 
and North Africa soon to follow. 
On the Sassanid front, the decisive 
battle was fought at Qadisiya (on 
the banks of the Euphrates in 
modern-day Iraq) in 637 AD. This 
was rapidly followed by the 
capture of the Sassanid capital 
(Medain) a year later, and the 
second decisive batile at 
Nehawand (in Iran today) in 642 
AD, which resulted in anı almost 
complete collapse of the Sassanid 
empire. 

Thus, within the space of less 
than ten years, Islamic forces 
found themselves in control of a 
vast territory with millions of 
inhabitants. Contrary to what 
some non-Muslim historians were 
to assert later, these conquests 
never involved forcing people lo 
convert to Islam; in fact, many 
parts of the Islamic world still had 
a majority of non-Muslims even in 
750 AD. Moreover, these 
conquests were carried out by a 
force disciplined by Islam: 
thereforèt, no civilians were 
attacked. and in many cases, the 
civilian population actually 


The Expansion of the 
Islamic World 


74 efore the time of the 
Prophet (S), the land of 
Arabia had been divided into clans 
aud tribes which were often at 
odds with each other, with inter- 
tribal feuds sometimes lasting for 
generations. But the Prophet (S) 
ordered an end to these feuds, and, 
united by Islam and gave fresh 
vigor by the true faith, the forces 
of Islam burst out of Arabia, 
sweeping the armies of the Byzan- 
tine and Sassanid empires before 
them. Very many reasons have 
been given for the suddenness of 
these conquests — economical, 
social, cultural as well as religious 
— but that does not concern Us 
here. What is important is the in- 
crêdible speed with which the Is- 
lamic world expandeêl. 

After the Holy Prophet (S) 
passed away in 11 AH (632 AD), 
many tribes of the Arabian 
Peninsula renounced their 
allegiance to Islam; thus, for a 
period of about one and a half 
years, up tili the later part of 633 
AD, Islamic forces were occupied 
in the suppression of the Arab 
Apostasy (i.e. renunciation of the 
faith). Once this had been 
accomplished, Islamic forces 
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| 
|_ THOUGHT | 

Whatever you want to do, do it 
now. There are only so many 
tomorrows. 

Miakae!l Land 

ll PRAYER | 
NOOR arav 13:01 
Evening.............. ..-8 
Dawn (tomorrow)..... ...-0 


Sunrise (tomorrow)... 


| FOoDAYIN Î 
|_ HISTORY | 


1509 - Frencb defeat Venetians 
at Agnadello and become masters 
of north Italy--Spanish troops 
seize Oran from Moors. 

1610 - Francois Ravaillac, a 
fanatic, assassinates France's 
King Henry IV who is succeeded 
by Louis VIII, age 9, with Maria 
de Medici, they queen mother, as 
regent. 

1792 - Sweden's King Charles 
XI takes Warsaw. 

1791 - British under Lord 
Cornwallis ovethrow Tippoo of 
Mysore at Seringpatam in India. 

1897 - Britain, by treaty with . 
Ethiopia, abandons certain claims 
in Somaliland but emperor 
Menelek refuses to surrender 
claims to lagd near the Nile. 

1921 - Faşcists win in Italian 
elections. 

1964 - Soviet premier Nikita 
Khrushchev opens Awan Dam in 
Egypt. 

1975 - United States announces 
that marines have recaptured by 
force the U.S. merchant ship 
Mayaguez which had been seized 
by Cambodians, and that U.S. 
planes destroyed three Cambodian 
naval vessels. 
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because the devices can't raise 
blood pressura and because many 
Patients are relatively young. 

But Connolly said his two-year 
study ended three months early 
and a follow-up study was 
canceled because it was obvious 
that pacemakers helped the 
fainters. 

Pacemakers were implanted in 
24 patients with the fainting 
disorders, while 22 patients went 
without the pacemakers, Connolly 
said. Thirteen of the 22 patients 
without the devices - about S59 
percent - still suffered fainting 
spells, while only 4 of the 24 
Patients with pacemakers - about 
16 percent - kept fainting, he said. 

The pacemakers were set to 
begin pumping at 110 beats a 
minute - faster than normal - for 
two minutes after the heart rate 
dropped off suddenly. 


Dr. Douglas Zipes, bead of 
cardiology at Indiana University 
Medica! School, called the 
research into syncope, or fainting, 
important and very encouraging. 

“Syncope is 4 bear. Evaluating 
patients with syncope and making 
an appropriate diagnosis and then 
directing therapy can be a major 
challenge, "” he said. 

At least seven of the 13 patients 
who fainted without pacemakers 
had them implanted afterward, 
Connolly said. Three of those 
were Connoliy’s personal 


Minneapolis 
manufacturer. 

People generally faint wher 
their heart rates or blood pressure 
drop suddenly. Doctors have been 
divided on whether to implant 
pacemakers.as a treatment, 


pacemaker 


Ek 


DE 
MeMaster University in 
Hamilton, Ontario, announced his 
findings at the North American 
Society of Pacing and 
Electrophysiology meeting in 


New Orleans. The study was paid 
for by Medtronic Inc., a 
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Health Capsules is not intended to be of a 


diagnostic nature. 
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overwhelming majority, said lead 
researcher Dr. Stuart J, Connolly. 

“The responses ia most 
Patients were really dramatic,” he 
said. “We're not talking about 
small differences — we're talking 
about patients who were really 


fainting a lot," 


Connolly, a cardiologist and 
health science professor at 
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NEW :ORLEANS — Pacemakers 
do more than help the faint of heart ` 

- they also can revive those who - 
faint: §uddénly aad often, 
researchers aniounced. 

The -devices that. stabilize 
heartbeats, are -not for everyone 
with fainting disorders, but .a 
Canadian sudy of 46 frequent. 


fainters ‘found -they . cured an 
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Factory, Elît Seed and Sugar: : 
Beet Establishment which’ 

enjoys a global fame, hel, 7’ 
existence of rich mines, Azad 


social, economic, and cultural : 
growth. 0 
Before its recognition as 8 
city, Firooz Kooh included 1 
four villages namely 
Qezghancbhai, Hablehrud, ; 
‘Shahrabad and Poshtkooh. 
Following the recognition of, E 
e gE و ا‎ 
divided in two Central and. : e r 
Arjomand districts: The first 
including villages of 
Shahrabad and Poshtkooh, and ., 
the latter covering .. 
Qezghanchai and Heblehrud. ' 
As it was mentioned in 
historical background of the ; 
city, Firooz Kooh has been 
sometimes under the; 
domination of Hyrcanîa and it : 
was administered by the !: 
governors installed by the local 
or ental SOVEERmentE: 


Kooh was the last point in the fT: 
tiangle of Teiran, nfahan 
Arak. 

Due to its strategic 
importance, Firooz Kool waS 
ruled by different rulers a 
different times. .- 

During Reza "ghah's 
kingdom ia 1310 .(1931)[% 
according to the administrative j: 
divisions, Firooz Kool 
became a sub-divisior of 


Mazandaran province 
(ex-Shahi) and next, until 
(1357) 1978, as a sub_divisio" 
of Semnan Province. 

(Coat. o on Pg 9) 


the Safavid era, Firooz‏ ا 


city is administered by 45 state 
departments, organizations 
and offices. 

Firooz Kooh Municipality 
was founded in 1316 (1927) at 
the same time with the 
establishment of Tabriz 
Municipality. 

The police department’s 
organization was created in 
1304 (1925) and the judiciary 


system in 1317 (1928). 

Due to the importance of the 
region, the Post & Telegraph 
Co. was inaugurated in 1258 
(1880) and the Veterinary 
Department in 1312 (1923). 
Also some of the offices in 
Firooz Kooh are almost 100 
years old. Firooz Kooh 
railway is one of the most 
important stations in the region 


j and in the national railway 


route. 
Establishment of induştrial 
zone and creation of a 


considerable number of E E i 


factories and manufacturing 
companies in the region such 
as the first and sole silicon 
materials producing factory, 


Alborz Industrial Lime 


the fact that in spite of the 


Mongolian invasion and the 
severe damages as well as the 
natural erosion by the wind, 
rain and snow, some fortresses 
and strongholds stand still to 
this day, high atop the 
mountain to remind the ancient 
history of the region. 


Firooz Kooh is located some 
125 km northeast of Tehran, 
sandwiched among Garmsar 
from the south, Semnan 
Province from the east, 
Mazandaran from northwest, 
and Damavand from the 
southwest. 


According to the 
administrative divisions of the 
country, Firooz Kooh covers 
some 3000 square kilometers 


land area. It is one of the 
largest regions of Tehran 
Province and includes 98 
villages and hamlets. Some 
villages are almost 80 km away 
Rom central Firooz Kooh: 1e 


TEHRAN TIMES 


and gardens of grapes. 
According to the book 
Damavand is a hamlet called 
Pasheian and that Firooz Kooh 
is inhabited by seven tribes and 
it gives access to the city from 
four gates. 

In his book Abdollah 


, Mostoufî says ““Firooz Kooh is 


one of the strong strongholds 
of Mazandaran, surrounded 
and captured by Tamerlane 
during the Mongolian 
invasion.” 

In the two outskirts of 
Tirband, Turkistan, and the 
reign of Harirud, lives a tribe 
namely Firooz Koohi. The 
historians say, however, that 
the name is not taken from 
Firooz Kooh, the medieval 
capital of Ghoorian dynasty. 
Rather, it has taken from the 
fortress of Firooz Kooh 
located in Iran sanûwiched 


between Mazandaran and 
Tehran, Isfahan, and Arak. 
Tamerlane captured the 
fortress (Firooz Kooh) in 1404 
and sent the captives to Harat. 


What is noteworthy ee is 


And Lajavardi castle to keep 


“ae 


Ferdowsi’s Shahnamekh, where 
the book tells the story of 
Yazdegird IM, the last emperor 
of Sasanian dynasty, and his 
withdrawal and assassination 
in 651 which marked the end 
of the dynasty. This castle is 
cited as a stronghold of the 


emperor: 
Fortresses of Gonbadan and 


war materials 

And in the book of this 
savant man of Toos, Ferdowsi, 
the city is introduced as a 
developed and civilized one. 
Stone inscriptions hidden deep 
in the heart of the Mount 
Elmieh in east Edris railway 
along with tens of other scriptş 
used in ancient times xıanifest 
the old civilization of this city. 

On Firooz Kooh, Le 
Strange quotes Hamdollah 
Mostoufîi as saying: In the 
fourth century A.D. at the 
vicinity of Damavand, two 
cities were located namely 
Veemeh (Firooz Kooh) and 
Shalanbeh. His book also says 
the two cities enjoy rich farms 


olam Reza Nouri- 

zadeh, Firooz Kooh 

Head of Governor’s Office 

took part in anı exclusive in- 

terview with the Tehran 

Times’ correspondent to 

elaborate on historical, cu 

tural, geographical and social 

characteristics of this ancient 
city: 


According to solid 
evidences and valid documents 
creation of Firooz Kooh dates 
back to the years before the 
emergence of Islam. The solid 
historical evidences talk of a 
polite and cultivated 
generation lived in Firooz 
Kooh long long ago. The city’s 
literature is very much 
interested by Amidi Firooz 
Koohi, an exalted poet bearing 
the name of his hometown in 
his family name. 

Pages of history tell the 


story of the city before Islam: 


After the assassination of Kius, 
governor of ancient Hyrcania 
in 536 of the Christian era, 
upon an order from Khosrow 
Anoushirvan, the Sassanid 
. emperor, Gharbon and 
„ Soukhra took the rule in 
` Hyrcania. Gharbon preferred 
the mountains and settled ih 
Mount Ferim (Firooz Kooh). 
Today, the remains of various 
strong castles, towers and 
` strongholds reveal the 
thousand-year-long history of 
the region. 

The largest castle explored 
in the region is called 
' Kharabeh Lajavardi (Blue 
. Ruins) Castle in Saranza, 
.' Firooz Kooh. The name of this 
castle aS been recorded i in 
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blocked for construction 
works, many accidents took 
place in the roads leading to the 
city. The number of injuries 
were many and there was no 
equipped hospital in the city to 
save the lives of the injured. 
Upon an order by the president 
an equipped hospital is 
supposed to be built in the city. 

Construction of Namrud 
Dam is another urgent need in 
the region, for implementation 
of which the president gave 
word in his visit. Early this 
year 1,500,000,000 rials was 
allocated for the carrying out 
the feasibility studies on the 
project. Officials of the city 
request Ministry of Energy to 
start the dam construction 
operations soon. 

It should be mentioned that 
the feasibility studies of the 
dam were launched before the 
Islamic Revolution. The dam, 
if fully implemented, will be 
the largest dam in the country 
after Karaj Dam. 
Materialization of this 
important project will change 
the face of the region and 
besides weather conditions, it 
will create job opportunities in 


there. 
Firooz Kooh is one of the 


agricultural pillars of the 
country. In this sector also 
much activities can be done. 
Creation of dam also will 
water the lands of Garmsar and 
Varamin, thus revolutionize 
the agriculture of these two 


regions. People in the region: 
await construction works Of 
Namrud Dam as soon as 


possible. 


Likewise, there are two 
rural industrial regions 
affiliated to the Construction 
Jihad Ministry: Katalan and 
Arjomand-e Firooz Kooh. The 
two regions will start work in 
near future by the ministry"s 


aids to economically 
revolutionize the region and 


create job opportunities to 
solve the unemployed 
problem. 

Peopie aiso expect new 
horizons and further attentions 
frorn provincial authorities and 
Tehrar responsible officials 
ever since Firooz Kooh has 
been named a city. 

‘Granting sufficient budget 
is all Firooz Koohi people 
want. 

As the president announced 
before the people in the city, 
Firooz Kooh, due to its cold 
weather, is in dire need of gas 
supply. 

President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani said *“we will 
supply gas for Firooz Kooh by 
the year 1377 (1998). The 
preliminary steps will be taken 
this year (1996). It is expected 
that Ministry of Oil, start gas 
project of the city.” 

Due to the follow-ups and 
allocation of a piece of land for 
a 96-bed hospital to Ministry 
of Health, the physicians 
building was built. 

Regarding the fact that 
Firooz Koch is at the crossroad 
of three provinces 


(Mazandaran, Semnan, and 


Tehran), during the rush days 
of Norouz holidays and 
because the other two roads 
(Chaloos and Haraz) were 


Of 


the 
infrastructure works have not 


course, 


been started inside the city yet. 
This year, however, due to the 
new administrative division, 
credits have been allocated for 
Firooz Kooh. RIs. 
5,300,000,000 of provincial 
credits, 700,000,000 rials 
from underprivileged regions 
credits, and 1,300,000,000 
rials credits allocated during 
the president’”s vîsit to the city 
are glimpses of hope for this 
ancient city. 

The ontime allocation of 


credits will change the face of ` 


the region completely, 
especially the city of Firooz 
Kooh. 

Since, travelers destined to 
Tehran will have to pass 
through Firooz Kooh, the city 
should have beautiful streets, 
parks, squares, recreational 
centers and the like to attract 


` the travelers. 


As far as the industrial 
sector is concerned, there is an 
industrial sector in the region 
affiliated to the Ministry of 
Industry. Almost 90 
workshops have received the 
legal permission and almost 30 
others are busy working in the 
industrial sector. 

During his visit to the 
industrial region, the president 
necessitated the revival of the 
inactive units and creation of 
new ones to industrially 
revolutionize the whole 


almost 120 clergymen in the 
city who have formed Jame’ye 
Ruhaneyyat-e Mobarez (IRB) 


in the region. A few of them 
are busy offering religious 
services in the villages. A few 
others are either busy in other 
cities or in Qom Theological 
School. 

Also the Friday prayer 
leader is from Firooz Kooh. AS 
it was mentioned earlier there 
is a high solidarity between the 
religious leaders and the public 
in the region. 

The head of Governor’s 
Office hopes that under the 
said solidarity, the city will 
find its real status in Tehran 
Province. 1 

Under the Islamic Republic 
government, infrastructure 


5 


i activities have been launched 


in the villages of the city. 


Rafsanjani amidst the warm 
welcome of the crowd, 


. referred to the history of the 


city saying: ““Our people 
across the country is well 
familiar with Firooz Kooh. 
*“When Mongols invaded 
Iran, Firooz Kook was a hard 
target for them. The 


invulnerability of the region is 


because of these castles, high 
mountains, and most important 


of all, because of the courage . 


and resistance of the people, 
This resistance reappeared 
during the eight-year imposed 
war. 

During the war, Firooz 
Kooh despatched Brigade 22 
Be’sat to the warfronts. The 
brigade had been mobilized by 
the people. They gave many 


‘martyrs, war handicapped, 


and POWs. This shows 
massive participation of the 
people in the affairs of their 
country in Firooz Kooh. 
Due.to the distance of the 


. city from Tehran, immigration 


rate is very low in the city. 
That is why they have been 
faithful to their own culture, 
but like all of the Iradians they 
are religious and obedient to 
Velayat-e Fagih. 

One of the reasons why 
Firooz Kooh was recognized 
as a city İn Iranian 
administrative divisions, was 
because of the president's visit 
to the city: who said: 
“Recognizing Firooz Kooh as 
a city burdens no expense on 


WÉ During the last three or four 


years, the activities have been 
accelerated. 

‘“We are proud to announce 
that there is no village in the 
city without electricity, and 


: most of the main and 
intervillage roads have been 


asphalted,’”’ the head of 
Governor’s Office said. 

The problems of potable 
water, communications and 


' telecommunications have been 


removed from the villages. 


„Some of the villages enjoy 


256-line telecommunication 
centers. Ali of these activities 
have been accomplished by the 
attentions of the Islamic 
government. 


There is a very high 


In his visit to Firooz Kook solidarity among the offices in 
Firooz Kooh. Also there are 


ETE TIR TTT 


.Mohammad Taqî, vizier of 


of villages: and population 
reveal nothing but the 
. civilization .and- development 
+ of Fîrodz Kooh during the past 
` Bemmunficatiohs arê 


... ` ¬ . Reads 
- . Jt.s recorded in the book of 
Mazandaran-Astarabad that: 
` ““The: road that extended 
from Mazandaran to Tehran, 
was once Savaad 
` Kooh-Baarforoush Road along 
the ancient stonè-paved road. 
" Both roads wete comfortable. 
The fatidus stone-paved road 
was fully implemented in 1031 
‘H. That was the road Shah 
Abbas ordered Mirza 


Mazandaran, to construct the 
road from Farahabad. near the 
Caspian Sea, to Khar through 
Sary-Aliabad and Savaad 
-Kooh-Helirud aid Firooz 
-Kooh with a length of 270 
kilometers and nine day’s 


: The majority of people in 


` Firooz Kool are active in 


; agriculture, gardening, and 


«animal . farming sectors while 


` some work in industrial sector. 


The agricultural products are 
mainly wheat, barley, 
potatoes, cereal, and fruits like 
apples, apricots, sour cherries, 
and a lot of walnuts. Also the 


i resion is famous for its 


+: region, President ‘Hashemi 
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ENEDY SFACE GA ER Hk A as 110: The crew ofthe paca shuts Atari 
L-R:) Carlos Noriega of the U.S. pilot Eileen Collins of the U.S. Michael Foale of the U.S. Russias 


Kondakova, commander Charles Precourt of the U.S., France's Jean-Francois Clervoy and Edward La 
of the U.S. pose upon arrival to Kennedy Space Center's shuttle landing facility to begin the hamch . 
countedown. The ten-day STS-84 mission .scheduled for fifioff May 15 will deliver a new ûxygen 
generaior to the Russian Mir stafion, where Foale will replace U.S. astronaut Jerry Linenger fora stay 


` Af PHOTO) 


on the Mir. 


Space Shuttle Atlantis Set to Pick 
Up U.S. Astronaut 


Twice the Mir crew were 
ready to abandon ship; once after 
the fire and then when they feared 
the out-of-control cargo craft 
might collide with the station. 


The mission"s fortunes 
reached a turning point in April 
when another unmanned cargo 
craft arrived at the station carry- 
ing repair gear. The station"s prî- 
mary oxygen generator was 
‘nursed back to life, some of the 
cooling system leaks were 
plugged, and the carbon dioxide 
remover was reactivated. 


A sign that life aboard Mir 
was really returning to normal 
came on April 29, when Linenger 
and the station’s Russian com- 
mander stepped outside for the 
first U.S.-Russian spacewalk. 
NASA hailed tbe five-hour walk 
as historic. 


After the morale-boosting 
venture into open space, space 
agency officials approved the 
stay of another U.S, astronaut on 
Mir. Michael Foale; a veteran of 
three shuttle missions, is to take 
Linenger's place on Mir. He will 
ride to the station aboard Atlan- - 
tis. 


The British-bom astrophysi” 
cist said he had no qualms about 
embarking orı a four-month tour 
of duty aboard the 11 11ye! 
space station. . 


“Tra: mot i about 
this,” lıe said. “To be bonest, I 
actually look forward sometimes 
to these situatiois when things 
don’t quite go per plan- It makes 
life more interesting." 


(Rater) 
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Kathryn, who is expecting their 
second child in June. 

The astronaut’s trouble began. 
on Feb. 23 when an oxygen gen¬ 
erator burst into flame, filling 
Mir with choking smoke and 
blocking the escape route to one 
of the station’s lifeboats. 

The fire was extinguished af- 
ter 90 seconds, but the station's 
crew were forced lo wear gas 
masks until the toxic smoke 
cleared. It was only the start of 
the station’s problems. 

Another oxygen generator 
shut dowa, leaving the station 
with a limited air supply; an un- 
manned çargo cra went out of 
control as it neared the station; 
and guidance problems caused 
the sprawling complex to tumble. 

The station's cooling system 
then sprung leaks, causing a de- 
vice used to remove carbon diox- 


,„ îde from the air to fal, and send- 


ing temperatures aboard the sta- 
tion soaring. To make matters 
worse, Linenger and his two 
Russian crewmates suffered na- 
sal congestion and eye irritation 
from the leaking antifreeze va- 
por. 


cotic drugs on Intemet."" 

: He said Internet drug sales and 
Promotion also opened the way to 
pill privacy — the trade of con- 
vincing but coınterfeit copies of 
life-or-death medicines such as 


sales, prescriptions and promo- 
tan of dnıgs by mail and by 
pharmacists differed from one 
country to another and were irm- 
possible to enforce online. 


He said it was dificult to as- 
sess the scale of the problem be- 
causéè it was relatiovely nêw. But 
he added: “it's like a fire grow- 
ing faşt. There"s ıo real control. 
Anyone can sell drugs on the 
Internet. We want regulators to 
take up the matter,” 


(Renter) 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla — 
The U.S. space shuttle Atlantis 
was set to blast off on Thursday 
to dock with Russias Mir space 
station and pick up a U.S. astro- 
naut who has endured more in- 
flight emergencies than any other 
since Apollo 13. 

Atlantis was scheduled for a 
pre-dawn blastoff on Thursday 


. and a docking the next day with 


the orbiting Russian space out- 
post, where U.S. astronaut Jerry 
Linenger has been living since 
January. 

The shuttle's traditional three- 
day countdown was due to get 
underway on Sunday night. 

Linenger, who has had to con- 
tend with a serious fire and a 
string of mechanical breakdowns 
aboard Mir, said he was looking 
forward to the shuttle's arrival. 

“When the shuttle shows up 
and my colleagues from America 
are here once again, it's going to 
be a real nice feeling,’ he said in 
a recent television intèerview. 

The 42-year-old U.S. navy 
captain and medical doctor is 
eager to be reunited with his in- 
fant son, John, and bis wife, 


agency had found at least three or 
four firms selling prescription 
drugs on the Internet without de- 
tailed information. 

Drugs offered online included 
a severe acne drug which could 
cause birth defects in pregnant 


“Apart from the fact that these 
drugs should not be available just 
for anyone who wants them, 
they're also not accompanied by 
proper information on their use, " 
seid Ten Ham, a medical doctor 
from the Netherlands. 

‘These people selling drugs 
on the Internet, we never know 
whêrê they are. We have no as- 
surance onı the quality of these 
products. I've been told there are 
possibilities to obtain even nar- 


Smaller UK Companies Face 
Millenntum Bug Sting 


Programmers used this short- 
hand believing that because of the 
fast moving nature of technol- 
ogy, none of these programmes 
would still be in use by 2000. 

This error of judgement could 
potentially cut a swathe of de- 
struction across economies be- 
cause of the ubiquity of comput- 
ers in the modem world. 

Companies may go bankrupt, 
health services could be crippled, 
pension and social security pay- 
ments might go awry, power sta- 
tions and telephone systems may 
stutter or fail. 

“Our last survey at the end of 
last year showed that two thirds 
of managers of big corporations 
were aware of the problem, but 
only nine percent of organiza- 
tions had completed an audit of 
their computer systems," said 
Margaret Joachim, assistant di- 
rector of Taskforce 2000. 

Taskforce 2000 was set up by 
the British govemment to raise 
awareness of the millennium bug 
problem. 

“We think nothing much has 
changed since the end of the year. 
It still isn’t good. Small aod me- 
dium sized enterprises are still 
not aware that it (the millennium 
bug) affects them,” Joachim 
said. 

Tony Lewis, executive direc- 
tor of the computer software 
services association, said be- 


suppliers, they would face dis- 
ruption to their businesses even if 
their own computer systems were 
bug-free. 

Lewis cited food store chain J. 
Sainsbury Plc. “Look at 
Sainsbury. It's got about 7,000 
suppliers. They all have to be 
compliant,” Lewis said. 

Other experts af the news con~ 
ference said that although Brit- 
ain's sitnation was worrying, in- 
dustry had made more progress 
than other European countries 
such as Germany and France. 

Scarce programming capacity 
in Germany and France was con- 
centrating on preparing business 
for Monetary Union, scheduled 
to start on January 1, 1999. 

Only the United States had 
made more progress than Britain 
in stamping out potential damage 
from the millennium bug. 

(Renter) 


UN Health Body Warns Against Cyberspace Drug Sales 


GENEVA — The World Health 
Organization’s General Assembly, 
in a resolution passed on Monday, 
urged a global fight against uncon- 
trolled and dangerous sales of 
drugs in the borderless world of the 
Internet. 

The UN health agency said in 
a statement that it feared the 
booming global computer system 
could become a medium for the 
promotion and sales of unauthor- 
ized drugs that could lead to con- 
sumer misuse, abuse and public 
health risks. 

In a resolution adopted by con- 
sensus, it called on member states 
to boost cooperation among law 
enforcers, drug companies and the 
business comnzmity to control on- 
line sales of medicine. 

WHO's chief of drug safety, 
Martign Ten Ham, said his 


night on December 31, 1999, or 
cause them to spew out erroneous 
data. 

The problem springs from 
short-cuts taken by computer 
programmers in the 19705 and 
1980s. To save previous memory 
then in short-supply, program- 
mers abbreviated years to a two” 
digit shorthand — *“87" or "98" 
for instance. 

When the calendar clicks over 
to the year 2000, some computers 
will read the date as “00” and 
will either shut-down or churn 
out misleading information. 


LONDON — Most small and me- 
dium sized British companies are 
still unaware that the millennium 
computer bug threatens their sur- 
vival, experts said Monday. 

And although most bigger 
British companies are aware of 
the bug, more thar 90 percent 
have yet to complete anı internal 
audit of their information tech- 
nology systems, the experts told 
a news conference. 

The millennium bug is a po- 
tential glitch in the software 
which runs computers. This 
threatens to crash systems at mid- 


Apple Computer Seeks to 


Woo Software Developers 


with its Windows operating sys- 
tem, but has produced a more 
solid and powerful platform — 
Windows NT — to conquer busi- 
ness computer networks. 

After years of trying to trans- 
form Mac Os into a modern sys- 
tem, Apple has decided to end its 
effort. 

At the end of December, the 
company arnouwmced it would 
buy, for 400 million dollars, the 
nextstep program from Apple co- 
founder and former chief execu- 
tive Steve Jobs. 

Based on nextstep, rhapsody 
represents a radical break from 
the Macintosh for Apple at a time 
when the “canmot af- 
ford to be wrong,” said Eugene 
Glazer, an analyst with Dean 
Witter Reynolds. 

Apple says it expects to con” 
tinue development of Mac Os 
even as it forges ahead with rhap- 
sody. Mac Os 8, a version 
adapted to the Intermet, is eX- 
pected to be available in July, and 
“there will be a Mac Os 9 in July 
1998,’ de Luca said. 

“Our biggest challenge is to 
reassure our customers that we 
will be there," de Luca said. 
“We have to get back to profit- 
ability. That we'll do by driving 
the top line. '" 

2 AFF) 


WASHINGTON — A worldwide 
meeting of software developers 
that opens Tuesday in San Jose, 
California, could be the turning 
point for troubled Apple computer. 

Before hundreds of software 
programmers, Apple will unveil 
mot one but two operating SyS- 
tems that its creators expect will 
spark the company's renais- 
sance, said Guerrino de Luca, 
Apple's marketing director. 

‘““From now to summer will be 
a critical time,” he told AFP. “A. 
lot will depend on how they (the 
developers) will react." 

The stakes are indeed high for 
Apple, which has lost 1.64 bil- 
lion dollars in the last 18 months 
and is in the middle of a major 
corporate restructuring. 

On Tuesday, Gil Awelio, Ap- 
ple’s chief executive, will unveil 
a preliminary version of rhap- 
sody, the operating system of the 
next generation of Apple prod- 

ucts, as well as the latest version 
of Mac Os, the operating system 
in Macintosh personal comput- 
ers. 

The company will follow this 
twin strategy in the same way that 
its powerful rival, Microsoft, is 
moving on two fronts, de Luca 
said. 

Microsoft controls 35 percent 
of the personal computer market 


Chronology of Chinas 


Recent Civil Air Crashes 


July 1993 — Four-engined 
British aerospace Bae 146 owned 
by China northwest airlines fails 
on takeoff in northern Ningxia 
Province, slamming into a marsh 
and breaking up, killing 55. 

November 1993 — Northern 
China Airlines MD-82 crashes at 
Urumqi airport in northwestern 
Xinjiang Province, killing 12. 

June 1994 — Soviet built Tu- 
polev owned by China northwest 
airlines explodes in mid-air 
shortly after takeoff on a domes- 
tic flight from the ancient city of 
Xi'an to the southern city of 
Guangzhou, killing 160 people in 
China's worst civil air disaster. 
Victims included four Italians, 
two Britons, two Americans and 
one Australian. 

May 8, 1997 — China south- 
em airlines Boeing 737-300 
crashes while landing in southern 
boomtown of Shenzhen, killing 
at least 35 people anû injuring 35 
others. 

(Reuter) 


BEDING — The following is a 
chronology of civil air crashes in 
China in recent years: . 

July 1992 — Soviet-built Yak- 
42 owned by China General 
Aviation Corp. crashes on take- 
off from airport in eastern city of 
Nanjing, killing 106 of 116 peo- 
ple on board. 

August 1992 —M1-8 helicop- 
ter owned by China General 
Aviation Corp. and operated by 
Beijing united aviation tourism 
crashes near Great Wall on out- 
skirts of Beijing, killing 15 peo- 
ple, including nine Japanese tour- 
ists. 

October 1992 — Saviet-built 
pistoned-engined Iyushin I-14 
owned by Wuhan Airlines 
crashes in northwestern Gansu 
Province, killing 14 people, in- 
cluding five crew and nine 
French tourists. 

November 1992 — China 
southern airlines Boeing 737 
«slamas into a hill coming in fo land 
at southern scenic city of Guilin, 
killing all 141 people aboard. 
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inconceivable considering the fact 
that Iran is prone to earthquakes. 
Throughout its history this country 
has faced tremors. 


It is imperative to realize that 
the Alborz region, Tehran, 
Khorassan, Gilan and Azarbaijan 
provinces are prone to sever 
tremors. Consider Tehran. In the 
face of a tremor, the capital city 
will sustain huge loss of life and 
property. 

The government and the nation 
ought to join hands to take 
appropriate measures to minimize 
the consequent losses and 
casualties. The municipality must 
focus its attempts on enforcing the 
building safety regulations. 


Efforts should be made to 
consider these principles when 


designing ci cities, ال چ‎ bridges, 
power plants, etc.. One problem 
besetting Iran is heedlessness in 
implementing the construction 
projects. For instance, unlike 
industrialized countries, in most 
Iranian villages, clay or sun-dried 
bricks and mud are utilized in 
buildings that easily collapse, even 
by tremors measuring 5.5 on the 
Richter scale, 


general Ibrahim Fall told 
journalists. 

“That is why the United 
Nations wants these efforts to 
resume and to lead to» a rapid 
solution which will ketp the peace 
and maintain good relations and 
copperution betweêtn the two 
countries," he added. 


Eyudema has brought Nigeria's 
and Cameroon's foreign ministers 
together several times over the last 
two years in attenıpts to resolve 
the border dispute, wi .h dates 
back to both cciuntries’" 
independence. 

Late lust year, the N sent a 
mediation team to bût, Nigeria 
and Citmeroon to set up «4 «xummit, 
which wuuld have bern l:-ld undef 
the ucgis of Togu's head : f state. 


aFF) 


February 1997 - an earthquake 
killed 965 people and injured 
2,600 in northwestern Iran. The 
quake hit the city of Ardabil and 
the town of Meshkinshahr in 
Ardabil province bordering 
Azerbaijan. 


June 1990 - more than 35,000 
people were killed and 100,000 
homes destroyed by an earthquake 
measuring 7.3 in a region near the 
Caspian Sea coast. 


December 1988 - more than 
25,000 people killed, 18,000 
injured and hundreds of thousands 
made homeless by a quake in 
Armenia. 


August 1988 - about 1,000 
in the worst 


people died 


earthquake to hit Nepal and 


northern India in half a century. In 
1934, 11,000 were killed ir the 
same area. 

The recent tremors are a 
warning to. take safety measures 
seriously. The Birjand tremor is 
the strongest Iranian quake in 
seven years. This is not the first 
time such a disaster has jolted our 
country, nor is its recurrence 


UN Wants Togo fo 
Pursue Mediation 
in Bukussi 
Peninsula Row 


LOME, Togo — The United 
Nations recently asked President 
Gnassingbè Eyadema of Togo to 
continue mediation efforts in a 
long-running row between Nigeria 
and Cameroon ovër the oil-rich 
Bakassi Peninsula, the Presidency 
here announced. 


"Prèsident Eyadema has 


involved himself with great 
dynamism, èfficacily and above 
all dedication to resolve this 
problem,” UN assistunt secretary 


major lê in the last IO years: 


better equipped you are the more 
your chances to survive under the 
rubble”’, said another survivor. 

People should also be 
instructed to remove the obstacles 
which hamper relief efforts when 
tremors hit. 

3- When quakes hit, the 


. survivors shovld not panic. They 


should keep calm and if possible 
try to run outdoors somewhere 
they can escape the collapsing 
walis etc.. 

Tehran is located on a fault. 
Therefore, the municipality must 
enforce strict laws regarding 
designing new buildings and make 
sure they will be quake-resistant 
asd will comply with quake 
relevant 


Moreover, free first aid courses 
should be offered in every part and 
district of the capital city. It is a 
good idea for people to be properly 
prepared to confront tremors and 
take part in relief operations. 

Over 2,400 people were killed 
and thousands injured (according 
to the latest reports) when a major 
a E rocked Iran on 


EES is rated major‏ مھ 
when its magnitude measures‏ 
more than seven points on the‏ 
Richter scale. Saturday’s quake in‏ 
eastern Iran registered 7.1. The‏ 
waves spread to Afghanistan and‏ 
some southern provinces in south‏ 
and east of Iran.‏ 

The most devastating 
earthquake in recorded history 
killed 830,000 people in China's 
Shaanxi province in 1556. 


In 1920, a quake in China's 
Jiangsu province killed 180,000. 
The worst quake in China’s 
modern history killed 240,000 
when the northeastem city of 
Tangshan was almost leveled by a 
quake measuring 7.8 in July 1976. 

Following are some other 


quake 


Quality Control] Co. is currently 
being advised by JICA. Hence, the 


` Iranian NSC can benefit from 


JICA's services in its tremor 
Studies, 

2- People who live in buildings 
which are not quake-resistant are 
advised to take precaution 
measures and fully prepare for 
disaster. Some of the items they 
can consider keeping accessible 
include oxygen masks and 
cylinders, water (plenty in capped 
bottles) canned food, sugar, dates, 
candies, first aid kit, flask-lights, 
enough new batteries, two way 
radio, blankets, etc.. Jt is advised 
te keep the essential items on 
ground floor or in basernent. 

During the Los Angeles quake 
some of the experts and survivors 
who were interviewed gave advice 
on preventive measures. “It would 
be advisable for volunteers to 
undergo an intensive short-term 
training in first aids,” said a 
survivor. The trainees will learn 
how to offer first aids services 
such as taking care of the injured 
(who in the extreme case might be 


bleeding profusely), giving 


injections, how to tackle the 
fractured or broken limbs, etc.. 
Those who have been trained 
know what sbould be kept inside 
first aid kits, which include 
injection syringe, alcohol, cotton, 
bandage, tapes, appropriate pieces 
of timber (for holding broken 
limbs still) and anti-tetanus shots. 
Intravenous sacks, casting chalks, 
aspirins etc.. might also come in 


who have had 


experience cite that “some of the - 


things they wished they 

“I wish I had access to 
communication devices such as 
transmitters, two-way radio — or 
ideally a cellular-phone —, 
emergency breathing equipment, 
food, tools to pick the earth, ete.” 
recalls another survivor who had 
been trapped under rubble 

“You should expect the 


unexpected and be prepared. The 


UN Envoy Meets Burmû’s. 
Intelligence Chief 


Ministry of Defense, but the 
agency gave no information about 
the length of the conference or 
what was discussed. 


The eavoy arrived last week in 
Rangoon with the intention of 
promoting a dialogue between 
SLORC and pro-democracy forces 
led by 1991 Nobeli Peace Prize 
winner Aung San Suu Kyi. 

De Soto met with Suu Kyi or 
Friday, but despite meeting with 
Burma’s foreign minister, no 
member of SLORC had any 
contact with the UN envoy. 

e 


RANGOON, Burma — One of 
Burma's top generals consented to 
meet with a special envoy of the 
UN secretary general just hours 
before the diplomat’s four-day 
peace mission to Burma ended on 
Saturday. 

Assistant UN secretary general 
Alvaro De Soto met with Gen.’ 
Khix Nyunt, Burma’s intelligence 
chief and a leading member of the 
state Law anıd Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC), tbe group of 21 
generals that rules Burma, the 
government news agency 
reported. 

The meeting took piace st the 


invent the roller-foundation for 
constructions. 


Talking about tremors many 
people automatically associate it 


‘with. Japan. Countries, such as 


Japan, possess advanced 
information’ on the causes and 
effects of earthquakes. One of the 
Strongest quakes which occurred 
im that country bit Cobe. Japanese 


lhe recent tremor i a 


0 (j warning to take safety 


measiüreş seriously. Peo’ 


Fle Who Jive in: quake-prone areas 
can. and should take pieventive 


of'suryival or miihimize its disas- 


-trois, effects on life aT property. 


experts have comes up with the 
latest technical know-how on 
coping with tremors. Thus one of 
the international sources that Iran 
can tum to in this regard is the 
Japanese government. Japan bas 
succeeded in tolerating quake 
magnitudes up to 6.5 on the 
Richter scale without sustaining 
losses. Japanese experts were the 
first to ‘invent the 
roller-foundations for buildings. 
The Japanese government has a 
special program for offering free 


. advice to fhe interested nations. 


The program is. offered through 


Japan International ration 
Agency (JICA). JICA has 
participated in at least three 
projects to cooperate with the 
Iranian ¢. One was the 
Yazd Electric Signaling System 
for cooperating with the Iranian 
Rail-Road Co. The second is a 
project for conducting a survey on 
the Tehran air pollution problem. 
The Tehran municipality’s Air 


The refugee support group — 
which declined to name the man 
for fear his family in Algeria might 
be put in danger — called for an 
immediate freeze on deportations 
of rejected asylum seekers back to 
Aigeria. 


“Jt is a matter of great shame 
for this country that someone 
should be killed in Algeria because 
we failed to offer sanctuary against 
persecution," said council chief 


- executive Nick Hardwick. 


A home office spokeswoman 
sald they were aware of the 
allegation and were making urgent 
efforts to try to ascertain whether 
it was correct. 


“The situation is being looked 
at by ministers this weekend, "she 
FF) 


said, 


ity in this regard. Wé must strive 
to take preventivè measures to re- 
duct the losses of life and property 
followings are some useful tips 
which shöuld be accounted for: 

1. Residential qtarters naust be 
built of strong materials to be 
quake-resistant. Remember that 
an earthquake. is an ` unforeseen 
event which may or .may not be 
prevëited: Hence;. observing this 
;measirè: ii:areas which are 
‘predicted to be earthquake prone 
.may reduce; if rot: prevènt, 
extensive damages. In the Middle 
East, for example, a-region of the 
world which is predicted to be 
visited by many earthquakes, 


` municipalities in likely epicenters 


should take the necessary 


` precautions particularly with 


regard to the approval of building 


,„ Jn Irani we have the National 
Seismologic Ceuter (NSC) which 
can properly advice citizens on 
how.to cope With natural disasters 
such as earthquakes. The center 
possesses the needed information. 
Mere know-how, however, is not 
enough, as. action is urgently 


Up-to-date technology . 


should be exchanged. 
Some of the countries in 


For the above reason ف‎ 
government has attached great 


significance to ‘tremor problem. 


Japanese experts were the first to 
Asylum Seeker: 
Deported From 

Britain Said 
Killed in Algeria 

LONDON — The home office 

said Friday it was makinğ urgent 

inquiries into a claim that a 

rejected asylum seeker was killed 

after being held in custody in 


Algeria. 
The refugee council said earlier 


it had learned from reliable - 


sources that the 25-year-old man, 
a former Algerian policeman who 
was deported from Britain last 
month, died after the Algerian 
authorities took him into custody 
on. his return: ب‎ 
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THE ULTIMATE IN REAL ESTATE 
# 31, MODARRES & AFRICA 
JUNCTION 


IN REAL ESTATE, WU 
WILL BE SURE TO HKD 


BRITISH AIRWAYS 


Ex. Rohinser 
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SS OE Buplex Villa in TET 
The 850 Housing Agency 
8 74 74 74 — 850 850 ا‎ 


The world’s favourite Alri 
Vali-Asr Ave. Opposite Park Mellat, Sayeh St, No 1 Sayeh Building 


Seasoned Executive with 15 years of multinational corporate 
management experience in U.S., Europe and East Asia, with 
extensive international exposure, and established trade contacts 
in private and public sectors in lran, fluent in English, German, 
Turkish and Persian languages, with commanding knowledge of 
CNC Machine Tools, Computer and Electronics industry, is 
willing to act as your executive liaison for the commercial 
evaluation, development and financing of major oil, gas, 


ING COMPANY IR 
J HAS 2 N FOR A PERSOAN 
8 e QUALIFICATIONS: 
1- UNIVERSITY GRADUATE CERTIFICATE 
2- FLUENT IN ENGLISH, WRITTEN/SPOKEN 
3-5 YERS? EXPERIENCE IN OVERSEAS TRADING 
4 MAXIMUM AGE: 35 YEARS OLD . 4 
APPLICANTS SHOULD SEND DETAILED C.Y¥. TO 
P.O. BOX NO. 15373-6137, TEHRAN. ° 


Villa, 500 sq.m, $1000. 
RUSH FOR THIS. 


infrastructure, industrial plants, private and government 
projects in Iran, West and Central Asian countries. 


For further details via telephone or iûx please conlaci: 


Attention 


Foreigners Residing 


n 
Exelusive for a e 1997 


2201744 (DD) 


Audio, TV, video, camera, 
organ and piano, refrig and 
freezer, carpets, cloths, and 
other household appliances. 


5 bedrs, 3 bathrooms, cg, slp, sq, newly built, f. fum., 800 sqm built 
area, 1500 sq.m land, no overlooking, reasonable price, ر‎ 


4 bedrs, 3 baths, s8/p, 
Ss/q, sauna. 


5 bedrs, 2 bathrooms, clg, s/p, f. furn., 500 sqm built area, 400 sq.m land, 
no overlooking, reasonable. price. 


Villas, Kpts., Houses 
Tel: 2547736 - 2583587 


